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MINUTES OF KYOGLE COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE KYOGLE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, STRATHEDEN STREET, KYOGLE 
ON MONDAY, 10 MARCH 2025 AT 2PM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Danielle Mulholland (Mayor), Cr John Burley (Deputy Mayor), Cr Tom 
Cooper, Cr Robert Cullen, Cr Olivia Taylor, Cr Brett McNamara, Cr Kieran 
Somerville, Cr Robin Harley 

IN ATTENDANCE:  The General Manager, Director of Assets and Infrastructure Services, Acting 
Director Planning and Community Development, Executive Assistant to the 
General Manager, Project Engineer. 

 

1 OPEN MEETING 

The Mayor declared the meeting open at 2pm and advised those present that the meeting was 
being webcast (the meetings are recorded and the recording is then uploaded to Council’s 
website). The Mayor cautioned anyone speaking at the meeting to refrain from making defamatory 
statements or comments. The Mayor advised everyone at the meeting that Council accepted no 
responsibility for any damages that may result from defamatory statements made by anyone 
speaking at the meeting. All liability rests with the individual making the comments. 

2 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR A LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 
COUNCILLORS  

Cr Janet Wilson submitted an apology for the meeting. 

2.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

RESOLVED CO/0325/1  

Moved by Cr Robert Cullen, seconded by Cr Brett McNamara 

That Council accept Cr Janet Wilson’s apology and grant her a leave of absence for the meeting. 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

3 OPENING PRAYER 

The Mayor read the opening prayer. 

4 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor acknowledged that the meeting was being held on the traditional lands of the 
Bundjalung people and acknowledged Elders past, present and emerging. 

5 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Nil 
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6 PUBLIC FORUM 

Mr Daniel O’Neill spoke in favour of Item 9.4 Notice of Motion – Cr Kieran Somerville: Rural Land 
Sharing Developments. 

 

Mr Neils Jack spoke in favour of Item 9.1 Notice of Motion – Cr Brett McNamara: Design and 
Costing Study Kyogle Mountain Bike Trail Development Stage 2 Fairymount 

 

Ms Sally Joyce spoke in favour of Item 9.1 Notice of Motion – Cr Brett McNamara: Design and 
Costing Study Kyogle Mountain Bike Trail Development Stage 2 Fairymount 

 

Mr Robert Williams spoke about Item 10.1 Questions With Notice – NAIDOC Week celebrations. 

 

7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1 COUNCIL REPORT - 10 FEBRUARY 2025 

RESOLVED CO/0325/2 

Moved by Cr John Burley, seconded by Cr Olivia Taylor 

That Council confirms the minutes of the Council meeting of 10 February 2025. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

8 MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil 

9 NOTICES OF MOTION 

9.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR BRETT MCNAMARA: DESIGN AND COSTING STUDY 
KYOGLE MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT STAGE 2 FAIRYMOUNT 

RESOLVED CO/0325/3 

Moved by Cr Brett McNamara, seconded by Cr Robert Cullen 

That Council works with the Kyogle Mountain Bike Club and Friends of Fairy Mount to progress the 
development of a detailed planning and costing study with respect to Stage 2 of the Mountain Bike 
Trail Development Strategy, 2018.  This master planning study to then inform the quantum 
required in securing funding to subsequently implement Stage 2. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 
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9.2 NOTICE OF MOTION - TOM COOPER: ROADSIDE SLASHING SCHOOL BUS 
ROUTES 

RESOLVED CO/0325/4 

Moved by Cr Tom Cooper, seconded by Cr Robert Cullen 

That Council write to the Minister for Local Government and Minister for the North Coast Janelle 
Saffin requesting sufficient funds to conduct roadside vegetation control on an ongoing basis on all 
unsealed local roads in our local government area which are part of school bus routes. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

9.3 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR KIERAN SOMERVILLE: REVIEW OF COMPANION 
ANIMALS ACT 

RESOLVED CO/0325/5 

Moved by Cr Kieran Somerville, seconded by Cr John Burley 

That Council writes a submission for the NSW Government’s review of the Companion Animals Act 
1998, before the closing date of 4 May 2025. Council is to provide feedback on questions posed in 
the discussion paper, considering:  

• Resources, funding, training, and support required for the effective management of 
companion animals;  

• All the stakeholders who manage companion animals;   

• Ways to achieve consistency in animal management across local governments in NSW; 

• Management of barking dogs, puppy farms, loss of wildlife from cats and dogs, 
registration and microchipping, and responsible ownership when taking pets into crowded 
public areas. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

9.4 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR KIERAN SOMERVILLE: RURAL LAND SHARING 
DEVELOPMENTS 

RESOLVED CO/0325/6  

Moved by Cr Kieran Somerville, seconded by Cr Olivia Taylor 

That Council staff notify Councillors of any residential development proposed on rural land with the 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Primary Production) 2021, under the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 (EPA Act). Council is to provide:  

• More detailed Development Applications (DA) Councillor Briefing Papers;  

• Broader community consultation and engagement before DA approval; 

• Relevant economic, environmental, social and cultural considerations in decision-making 
about environmental planning and assessment.  

CARRIED 
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FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

CARRIED 
 

9.5 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR BRETT MCNAMARA: VOLUNTEER FORUM 

RESOLVED CO/0325/7 

Moved by Cr Brett McNamara, seconded by Cr Danielle Mulholland 

That Council convenes a Kyogle Volunteer Forum drawing on representatives from across the 
local government area (LGA), to discuss the challenges, constraints and opportunities as to 
recruitment, retention and any other relevant matters impacting our volunteer groups.    The 
underlining purpose of the forum being one of identifying opportunities for support, fostering 
greater partnerships across our highly valued volunteer sector. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

9.6 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR ROBIN HARLEY: EVENT SPONSORSHIP 

RESOLVED CO/0325/8 

Moved by Cr Robin Harley, seconded by Cr Danielle Mulholland 

That Council sponsor the Glenarthon Stockhorse Challenge to the amount of $1,000 to support this 
event. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

10 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS 

10.1 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

RESOLVED CO/0325/9 

Moved by Cr Tom Cooper, seconded by Cr Robin Harley 

That Council receives and notes the response to the Questions with Notice. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

11 REPORTS FROM DELEGATES 

Nil  
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Cr Robin Harley left the room at 3.27pm and returned to the room at 3.28pm. 
 

12 INFORMATION REPORTS 

12.1 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT - FEBRUARY 2025 

RESOLVED CO/0325/10 

Moved by Cr John Burley, seconded by Cr Tom Cooper 

That Council receives and notes the information contained in the report, Monthly Finance Report – 
February 2025. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

Project Engineer entered the meeting room at 3.40pm. 
 

12.2 WORKS PROGRAM PROGRESS REPORT - FEBRUARY 2025 

RESOLVED CO/0325/11 

Moved by Cr Brett McNamara, seconded by Cr Tom Cooper 

That Council receives and notes the information contained in the report, Works Program Progress 
Report – February 2025. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 
Project Engineer left the meeting room at 3.46pm. 

13 STAFF REPORTS 

13.1 AUDIT RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 

RESOLVED CO/0325/12 

Moved by Cr Robert Cullen, seconded by Cr John Burley 

That Council appoint Nathan Dearinger Chair of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee.  

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

 

14 URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Nil 
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15 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS PAPER  

RESOLVED CO/0325/13 

Moved by Cr Brett McNamara, seconded by Cr John Burley 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

15.1 Tender for supply of two FWA tractors 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - di of the Local Government Act, 
and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

15.2 Consideration of purchase of Industrial Land 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - di of the Local Government Act, 
and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 
   

Section 10A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1993 provides that members of the public are 
allowed to make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to the 
public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed.  Before closing the meeting, the 
Mayor asked the gallery if anyone would like to make representations to Council as to why the 
meeting should not be closed. No one made any representations.  
 
The Mayor closed the meeting and asked the media and the public to leave the meeting room at 
3.48pm. 
 
The Ordinary meeting resumed at 4.01pm. 
 
The Mayor read the following resolutions of the Confidential Meeting to the Open Council Meeting. 

Item 15.1 Tender for supply of two FWA tractors 

Moved by Cr John Burley, seconded by Cr Brett McNamara 

That Council: 

• Receives and notes the report on Tender 2024/25-015 Supply 2x FWA Tractors;  

• Accepts the tender from Days Machinery received under Tender 2024/25-015;  

• Authorises the General Manager to purchase two Case Maxxum 125 Tractors for the sum 
$330,000.00 including GST;. 

• Authorises the General Manager to send the current tractors as trades to Days Machinery 
for the sum of $90,200.00 including GST. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

 

Item 15.2 Consideration of purchase of Industrial Land 

Moved by Cr John Burley, seconded by Cr Robin Harley 
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That Council: 

1. Receives and notes the report Consideration of Purchase of Industrial Land; 

2. Write to Mr Richard Vary declining the offer to purchase the land. 

CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

ABSENT, DID NOT VOTE – Cr Janet Wilson 

16 CLOSE OF MEETING 

The Meeting closed at 4.02pm. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14 
April 2025. 

 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 
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