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KYOGLE COUNCIL 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 

PUBLIC EXHIBITION SUBMISSIONS AND SUGGESTED RESPONSES 
Friday 19 May 2022 

INTRODUCTION 

The Kyogle Council Community Strategic Plan (CSP) was placed on public exhibition from 9 April to 17 May 2022. A total of three formal submissions 
were received. This document outlines the suggestions included in these submissions as well as recommendations regarding how these could be 
reflected in changes to the draft CSP.  

Comment Suggested response 

The vision outlined on Page 7 needs to reflect the IPCC statement 
regarding global greenhouse gas emissions peaking before 2025 at the 
latest and be reduced by 43% by 2030, and be forceful in the language 
used. 

Suggest adding a new strategy to Page 16 

“Review Council’s sustainability targets and climate change advocacy position to 
consider changes in local, national and global context and targets.”      

Prosperity Objective 3 to read as follows: 

“To develop a range of businesses across a range of industry sectors 
that will support Council and the wider community in moving towards a 
clean, green economy.” 

Prosperity Objective 3 to be edited as follows: 

“To have a diverse local economy, including more innovative, creative, and ‘clean and 
green’ businesses across a range of sectors. 

Prosperity Objective 3, Strategy 1 to read as follows: 

“Target industries and businesses that support the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions and will lead to Kyogle LGA becoming a 
green economy.” 

Prosperity Objective 3, Strategy 1 to be edited as follows: 

“Target more inward business investment to the Kyogle LGA and support existing 
businesses, with a focus on creative and knowledge industries and businesses that will 
help Kyogle transition to a green economy.” 

Add a new Objective to Housing as follows: 

“New housing to be designed for living in a heating climate. It will be 
required to reduce energy consumption, use materials more efficiently, 
reduce and recycle materials and minimise waste. It will be designed for 
purpose to cater for a diverse population.” 

This is covered in the Local Strategic Planning Statement 

P24: “New residential development should be planned to avoid natural hazards and 
impacts on ecological values, watercourses and good quality agricultural land. New 
residential areas should also have good accessibility to services and facilities. New 
residential development should be responsive to the local climate and character.” 

Item 13.4 (3)
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Comment Suggested response 

All 3 strategies linked to the new Housing Objective to add that 
“dwellings will be designed for a heating climate and residential 
development will limit the urban footprint and limit residents carbon 
footprint. Source timber materials from sustainable timber plantations.” 

This is covered in the LSPS and these actions are referenced in the CSP. 

LSPS P30, action B1.3: Review DCP development criteria to ensure climate responsive 
design, energy and water efficiency reflect contemporary best practice. 

Housing overview needs to contain a paragraph on all new houses being 
designed to suit the changing climate. As well all existing buildings need 
to be repurposed to be functional in terms of a warming climate and 
sustainable.  

Refer to line above 

Sustainability, add new Strategy: 

“Council to update all relevant documentation to reflect emission 
reductions of 43% by 2030.” 

Refer to the first line of this table for where this is covered 

Sustainability, delete strategy 7 or reword it to remove the reference to 
the CCWG. 

This will be deleted 

Add Strategy 8. “Support the CCWG to implement the terms of reference 
for this group.” You could dot point the terms of reference 

Suggest this isn’t appropriate for the CSP 

Sustainability, add new Strategy: 

“Work with other relevant agencies to improve the health of the 
Richmond and Upper Clarence catchments.” 

This is already reflected in the Objective 

To have healthy rivers and waterways, including the Richmond and Upper Clarence 
River catchments 

Edit the Strategy as follows: 

“Advocate and work with other relevant agencies to achieve better systems of 
management of river catchments and promote better land use practices to improve water 
quality and riparian health.” 

The vision to have sustainable agriculture as the heart of the local 
economy in 2032 is great. However, there can be more emphasis on 
regenerative agricultural practices that contribute to climate change 
mitigation. 

This statement is already included on page 10 

“Community feedback shows there is a desire to continue supporting agriculture as the 
heart of the local economy, but that it should be agriculture for the 21st Century – 
innovative, value-added, sustainable, and regenerative.” 

Add this Prosperity objective 

“To have a sustainable agricultural and agribusiness sector that is proud 
of regenerative practices and innovation that can mitigate climate 
change impacts.” 

Replace the first Prosperity Objective with this wording 

“To have a strong, diverse and sustainable agricultural and agribusiness sector which 
contributes to local employment and economic growth and helps mitigate climate change 
impacts through regenerative practices and innovation.” 

Add this Prosperity objective Appears very similar to the suggested objective in the line above. 
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Comment Suggested response 

Suggested strategies 

“Publicise successful regenerative practices and innovation in the 
Kyogle LGA, on any scale. Host and/or sponsor agricultural events, 
workshops and field days that educate and share knowledge about 
regenerative agriculture.” 

“Focus on the strengths of the local agricultural sector and emphasise 
the connection between regenerative practices and ecosystem health 
and productivity.” 

This level of detail is more suited to an implementation plan. This is broadly covered by 
the following strategy.  

“Work with local, regional and state partners to build capability and innovation in the local 
agricultural sector through education and industry programs.” 

Suggested addition to the section on Climate Change on Page 17: 

"Australia has committed to net zero emissions by 2050, Kyogle will 
undertake to understand how it can achieve or contribute to this goal". 

This aims to acknowledge we don't really know what it would take at the 
local level to achieve net zero. 

Refer to line 1 of this table  

An alternative suggestion regarding carbon emission targets “That the 
working group recommend that Kyogle Council makes a clear 
commitment to achieving net zero emissions by 2050 in the Community 
Strategic Plan 2022 - 2032.” 

Refer to line 1 of this table. 

Vision on page 7…the impacts of digital transformation – this is placed 
between natural disasters and climate change in sentence. Is this saying 
it is a future challenge or risk, or both? 

Remove the words ‘digital transformation’. 

The 4 focus areas in the CSP do not adequately address climate change 
per se. Given the quarter part of the “quadruple bottom line” is the 
environment, then that should be a major focus of the CSP. 

One of the four focus areas, Sustainability, deals with climate change. Some of the other 
suggested changes in this document will bring additional focus to climate change. 

Change the vision statement as follows 

That leads the way in climate change abatement and mitigation, and the 
next paragraph end at ‘transformation’. 

Suggest leaving the vision but adding this wording to the top of page 16. Digital 
transformation already removed. 

According to the 2020 North Coast Regional State of the Environment 
Report (NCRSOER), Kyogle LGA population has ‘…experienced a slight 
decline in population over 10 years…’, that is 2009-2020. 

Kyogle has the lowest population density in the region, at 2.5 humans 
per square kilometre. These figures be used in discussions of population 

Population density figure to be added on page 6 
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Comment Suggested response 

There seems to be a recognition that insufficient time and consultation 
has resulted in a hasty CSP. Some reasons seem to be beyond Kyogle 
Council control. Given the importance placed by Council itself on the 
document as “the highest level plan for Kyogle”, perhaps more needs to 
be done to include the disparate voices in the LGA. 

Council has acknowledged that logistical and timing constraints, including the delay to 
the 2021 Local Government elections, have had a bearing on the CSP development 
process.  

The Draft CSP makes a commitment to ongoing community engagement. To strengthen 
this a new Strategy will be added to the ‘Liveability’ section of the CSP, as follows: 

“Review Council’s community engagement program and develop, resource and 
implement a comprehensive program of community engagement activities to facilitate 
delivery of the CSP and other key adopted plans and strategies”  

We feel that there has not been robust engagement with the community 
in the development of this plan 

Refer to statements above 

Include p17 in with p16 with clear strategies- do away with the confusing 

data with the photos. Include p15 with p14 with clear strategies. 
The second pages of each focus area cover Council’s various advocacy positions. This 
is important to include so there is an agreed position that the community has had the 
opportunity to view and comment on. 

Within the email trails that make up the Climate Change Working Group 
submission, there are a range of detailed suggestions and a 
recommendation that CCWG should have greater SCOPE TO advise 
council on matters pertaining to climate change abatement 

The content of the emails has been noted and will be discussed and addressed as 
Council continues to work with the CCWG 

Add a new performance indicator for Sustainability. 

Measurable reductions in weed infestations and protected or 
regenerated areas. 

Data not readily available for use as a performance indicator, but can work with state 
agencies to improve data for future reference. 

New section: Inclusiveness or other word- council to actively redirect its 
governance procedures to address much greater access to public at 
meetings- restore public forum for 5 minutes of presentation on ANY 
subject. 

This is a NSW Office of Local Government mandated requirement, and not within 
Councils control. 

Page 4 mentioned the CSP has been “based on what’s important to the 
community”. What steps were taken by Council to engage the 
community to determine what is important to the community prior to the 
production of this draft document? 

Additional content will be added to this page to mention the community survey, meetings 
with representative community groups, and other community engagement activities. 

There needs to be reference to the impacts and effects of the recent 
floods, fires and droughts and the need to develop adaptation and 
mitigation strategies. 

This is mentioned in the text at the top of Page 16. There is also an objective and 7 
strategies dealing with this 



Kyogle Council | CSP Response to Submissions 5 

Comment Suggested response 

Page 4 "It recognises the need to get the basics right 
...telecommunications" Is this a council responsibility? 

Council does play an advocacy role and this is one of the most commonly raised issues 
for community. 

 

Page 4 What are the other organisations that are referred to? There is already a fair bit of detail in this paragraph. The other organisations may cover 
things like community groups, nor for profits etc. 

When the plan refers to “we” and “our,” it refers to the collective Kyogle community 
including council, other levels of government, businesses, other organisations as well 
local residents. 

Council should be trying to diversify employment opportunities. This 
should be reflected later in the document. 

The need for a diverse local economy is included in the reworded objective under 
Prosperity. Refer to line 2 of this document. 

Vision – “Kyogle leads the way in sustainability.” How? Could this be a 
little more grounded in factual steps toward this vision 

A vision by its nature is aspirational. The ‘how’ is included in the strategies, but more 
importantly in all the implementation, operational and action plans that will sit below the 
CSP. The Kyogle Council Sustainable Councils Action Plan for Energy Efficiency, for 
example. 

Vision - Mentions climate change as one of the current and future 
challenges and risks and yet in the rest of the document the climate 
crisis receives very little attention. 

In the final review we will look for opportunities to strengthen the language around 
climate change 

Vision - “Population is at an appropriate level…” What is appropriate? 
What is sustainable? If population is increasing by approximately a 1000 
in the next 20 years, why are there changes to allow Crown Reserve 
land assets be unlocked & utilised for more housing? (see page 13) This 
will result in more habitat loss. 

This statement attempts to acknowledge that there are competing factors that will 
determine what is appropriate – the need for enough population to support services like 
health and education, but not so much growth that infrastructure and service delivery 
can’t keep up - and that what is appropriate may change over time depending on 
external factors.  

This is articulated in the text on page 14 

“Digital transformation” What does this mean? These words will be deleted 

Add a paragraph to the overview that comments on the intrinsic link 
between a healthy environment contributes to the health and the 
prosperity of the people. The paragraph could be this:  

“Every single one of us has a connection to the land around us, whether 
it is our home, our livelihood, our recreation, or our escape. Ultimately 
the way we treat the land becomes the way we treat ourselves. 

A statement will be added to page 14 

Para 1 What is appropriate economic growth? What does this look like? As before with population, the use of the word ‘appropriate’ leaves scope for ongoing 
consideration and consultation with community around what that level is 

Page 10, Objective 3 - add not for profit. Eg. BRRVLN Not for profit organisations are included in the general descriptors used 
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Comment Suggested response 

Page 10, add an objective. To have a range of healthy natural 
ecosystems that support high biodiversity values and lead to 
improvement that support quality of life. 

The strategy on Page 14 will be updated as follows: 

For the community and visitors to have access to a range of healthy natural ecosystems 
and recreational spaces that support high biodiversity values and support improved 
quality of life. 

Page 10, add Strategies 

• Effectively map the vegetation for the LGA 

• Identify and target opportunities for investment in the natural 
environment leading to employment 

• Liaise with LLS to implement their natural resource management plan. 

Some of this is referenced on Page 16. More detailed actions should be captured in 
implementation / operational / action plans. 

Page 13 Para 2 add in a changing climate to the opening sentence - 
What Council can do is create favourable conditions for appropriate 
development in a changing climate ….. 

Change will be made as suggested 

Page 16 Change strategy 4 to read Given the koalas status has been 
upgraded to endangered implement protections for existing koala habitat 
to support populations. 

This will be changed to 

Given the koalas status has been upgraded to endangered, investigate options to protect 
koala habitat and support koala populations. 

Page 16 Dot point 3. Delete. The forestry industry is like the fossil fuel 
industry. It’s on its way out. 

Opinion noted, no change required. 

Performance indicator for sustainability - no net reduction in ecological 
carrying capacity. Shouldn't we be aiming for an increase? 

Noted, no change required. 

Typographical errors These have been noted and will be corrected. 

Comments on photographs These have been noted and alternatives will be explored. 

 


