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Still time to get involved in giant pumpkin competition 
 
Competitors in the upcoming Summerland Giant Pumpkin competition already have their 
gardens prepared and their seedlings planted for the event, but organiser Steve Leadbetter 
says you still have time to get involved. 
 
“Seedlings need to be in the ground very soon so if anyone is looking for some, they can 
contact me for seedlings and advice on how to grow the best pumpkin,” Mr Leadbetter said.   
 
Growing a giant pumpkin at this time of year can be challenging and Steve advises that you 
will need a lot of luck with the weather as it can be a little unpredictable at this time of year - 
with storms, strong winds and of course, the summer heat.   
 
But nothing stops these pumpkins from growing big! 
 
A lot of love and passion goes into growing a really heavy pumpkin: you need a bit of a green 
thumb, a place for the pumpkin to grow fully and a bit of love and care to grow the biggest 
pumpkin.   
 
Competitors will have to beat Australian Grower Champion, Dale Olivier who grew the 
biggest pumpkin in 2015 with an enormous pumpkin weighing in at 743kgs. 
 
The competition is being held in Kyogle on 12 January 2019 in Stratheden Street, in 
conjunction with Tidy Towns and the Kyogle Farmers Markets.  
 
For seedlings and advice, contact Steve Leadbetter on 0429 327 659. 
 
 
Caption: Kyogle Council Mayor Cr Danielle Mulholland and Summerland Giant Pumpkin 
Competition organiser Steve Leadbetter plant a giant pumpkin seedling. 
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