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MINUTES OF KYOGLE COUNCIL 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE KYOGLE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, STRATHEDEN STREET, KYOGLE 
ON MONDAY, 12 FEBRUARY 2018 AT 5PM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Danielle Mulholland (Mayor), Cr John Burley (Deputy Mayor), Cr Janet 
Wilson, Cr Maggie May, Cr Hayden Doolan, Cr Earle Grundy, Cr Kylie 
Thomas, Cr Lindsay Passfield, Cr Robert Dwyer 

IN ATTENDANCE:  The General Manager, the Director Assets and Infrastructure Services, the 
Director Planning and Environmental Services, the Manager Corporate 
Services, the Executive Assistant to the General Manager. 

 

1 APOLOGIES  

Nil 

2 OPENING PRAYER 

The mayor read the opening prayer 

3 TRADITIONAL LANDS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The Mayor acknowledged the meeting was being held on the traditional lands of the Bundjalung 
people. 

4 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Nil  
 

5 QUESTION TIME 

Michael Brookes -- I want to ask a question about Australia Day. This is a question addressed to 
the Councillors, not the administration. In all of Australia, in Kyogle in particular - there are six 
major streams of spirituality mostly represented by institutionalised religions - Islam, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Hinduism, Christianity, and Aboriginal spirituality. Only one of these was represented in 
the formal ceremony in the KMI on Australia Day. Will Council in future ensure that the formal 
ceremony for the celebration of Australia Day in Kyogle, includes everyone - the diversity of people 
who live in the shire and essentially includes Aboriginal people. 

Mr Brookes then tabled his question. 

Cr Maggie May: Could you tell us specifically what most concerned you most about Australia Day 
ceremony in Kyogle this year. 

Michael Brookes: I wasn't there, but I believe there was no Welcome to Country by an Aboriginal 
elder and there was no Aboriginal flag in the KMI. 

Elvie Jones: About 12 months ago I asked Council to open the pool for extended hours during 
heatwave conditions. I rang the pool twice this afternoon and asked what time they were closing 
and was told 6pm. Today it is 34 degrees at least in doors and on the road the bitumen is bleeding 
that's how hot it is. Can we please have the pool opened until seven o'clock at night during these 
very hot days? And can the Council improve the means they communicate the extended opening 
hours at the pool during the hot weather so everyone in the community, including those that don't 
have a computer or smartphone, are aware what's happening. That is why when the pool has 
opened for extended periods, not many people have attended 
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General Manager: We have left the pool opened in circumstances when we have been forewarned 
about heatwave conditions. When that has happened we have advertised the decision on Council's 
website and on social media and there has also been a sign erected at the pool. Beside that, staff 
at pool has the discretion to make a decision about extending the opening hours on any specific 
day if the conditions warrant it. In these circumstances, Council does not have the ability to 
advertise in advance, although Council does try to get the message out via social media. I take 
your point that not everyone has access to social media and in those circumstances, people should 
be looking for a sign at the pool. 

Harmony Walsh: I would like to congratulate Council in writing to Federal and NSW Governments 
in support of changing the date for Australia Day. It's from that action that I feel showed a lot of 
wisdom and compassion that my question comes. My question is, how can Council use their 
influence in our wider community and in our businesses to make sure Indigenous people feel 
welcome in their own country. 

Mayor: That's a really big question, and Council will take that on notice. 

Cr John Burely: Council does work with the Kyogle Reconciliation Group and has a strong working 
relationship with that organisation. Council's Youth Action Committee also has a strong indigenous 
representation, so there is a voice coming from there too. The roots are there, maybe we just need 
to grow that. 

Cr Maggie May: I would like to ask that Harmony's question be included on the agenda for an 
upcoming Councillor Workshop in an effort to improve our performance in reconciliation. 

Lt Col (retired) James Doohan: My question to Council is are we in to politics, are we in to  social 
engineering or are we running a council. I see a drift to social engineering and politics in this 
council at the expense of running a council for the rest of the people.  

 

6 PUBLIC ACCESS 

Mrs Maggie Creedy - Australia Day: Councillors, General Manager, senior staff. In September 
2017, this Council passed a resolution to write to the Prime Minister to, and I quote "take steps to 
change the date of Australia Day from 26 January". 

This motion supports making a fundamental change to a long standing Australian institution that is 
very important to many members of our community and to many communities throughout Australia. 

As a result, members of the community who strongly disagreed with Council's resolution decided to 
test the mood of the wider community on this matter. 

Accordingly, a petition was raised and distributed via shops and businesses in the LGA. 

I am here today to present the over 950 Kyogle residents who have signed this petition, a number 
of whom are present in the gallery. 

The petition states, as follows: "We the undersigned residents of Kyogle LGA totally oppose any 
attempt to change the date of Australia Day from 26 January annually. We also totally oppose any 
action by Kyogle Council that in any way supports the changing of this date." 

I believe that it is obvious from the community's response that there are two main points of 
concern. 

Firstly a change to the date of Australia Day is not a local government issues and the Council 
should not be using its time and its resources in this inappropriate way, 

Secondly, how dare the Council take this important decision without properly consulting its 
community. 

What has happened to the Council's Community Engagement Policy? 

I also wish to draw attention to serious problems in our community that have been highlighted by 
the process of gathering signatures for the petition. 
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Shop and business owners have been abused, harassed, and called names such as racist just 
because they had the petition on display. Some of those who have been abused have felt so 
threatened that they were compelled to hide the petition under their counter. 

Petitions have gone missing completely from shop counters and in one instance, a person, closely 
related to a councillor, has been caught on a shop security camera interfering with petitions. 

We do not know the true number of signatures that were obtained because we do not know how 
many signatures were on the stolen petitions; I am sure you would agree that such behaviour has 
no place in a democracy. 

If a normal, law abiding member of the community saw such a petition on a shop counter, read the 
petition and did not agree with it, they would just ignore it and go about their business. Not so this 
nasty group that bully and harass and steal to try to get their way. 

If you do not agree with these people, you are their enemy. 

This harassment, intimidation and bullying is an issue of as great a concern to this community as 
changing the date of Australia Day. 

A major survey of than 1000 Australians conducted by the Institute of Public Affairs published in 
The Australian newspaper recently has revealed that 70 per cent of Australians do not want the 
date changed, only 11 per cent believe that it should be changed. 

So what is this all about and why has this council taken a position that supports the views of 11 per 
cent of the population and ignores the overwhelming majority of 70 per cent who are opposed top 
changing the date of Australia Day. 

I would like to acknowledge Councillors Dwyer, Passfield, and Grundy who truly represented the 
community when they voted against the motion to write to the Prime Minister supporting changing 
the date. 

Lastly, I now present a copy of this petition to the council. The originals will be sent to the Prime 
Minister with further copies forwarded to our State and Federal Members of Parliament. 

Thank you for the opportunity to address this room on behalf of over 950 members of our 
community who signed the petition 

Mayor: I will take the question on notice and respond in writing. 

Cr Maggie May: I note that the motion was passed at the September meeting 2017 and a letter 
was subsequently written on 9 October sent. Why has it taken you five months to become outraged 
about this and take the steps you have? Would that be a political manipulation on your part?  

Mrs Maggie Creedy: I have no political ambitions, and I have no desire to do anything but 
represent the majority of this community. 

Cr Kylie Thomas: My decision to vote for changing the date should not as suggested infer anything 
about my patriotism, my love for this country or my allegiance to its government and all that I think 
is wonderful and noble about Australia. It is my belief that to celebrate Australia Day on a date that 
excludes a portion of our population, who are this nation's first people before colonisation, detracts 
from the importance and meaning of Australia Day. 

Mayor: The issue of the petitions have been making the rounds and I have heard so many 
variations on the petitions it's not funny. It dismays me that facts can become so distorted and 
whoever is responsible for the embellishment should be embarrassed and ashamed of themselves. 
The person in question who Maggie is referring to is actually my husband. What he did is he went 
into the chemist, he obtained a blank copy of the petition because I was away in Brisbane at the 
time and he  sent a copy to the general manager and to me. He did not rip up any petition, he did 
not destroy any petition that had signatures attached. Here is the copy of the blank petition and a 
copy of the email with the date attached - 25 January 2018. I will address the rest of the issues in 
writing. 

Cr Janet Wilson: Will you accept a motion from me in relation to this matter. My interest is in trying 
to put discussions into a more strategic focus that examines the way in which council relates to not 
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just its constituents, but other levels of government and the way in which we manage the activities, 
options and opportunities that come up at any given time in the work that we do. 

 

RESOLVED CO/0218/1 
Moved by Cr Janet Wilson, seconded by Cr Maggie May  

That Council refer the following items to a Councillor workshop: 
1. Council undertake a review and evaluation of how council uses volunteers in the 

community services and amenity sector that reflect inclusive principles; 
2. Council prepare a report to identify how leadership and skills can be supported so that the 

volunteer opportunities of the future provide for improved flexible, inclusive and quality 
services to meet the needs of local services into the future 

 
CARRIED 

FOR VOTE - Crs Danielle Mulholland, John Burley, Janet Wilson, Maggie May, Hayden Doolan, 
and Kylie Thomas 

AGAINST VOTE - Crs Lindsay Passfield, Robert Dwyer and Earle Grundy 

 

7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

7.1 COUNCIL REPORT - 11 DECEMBER 2017 

RESOLVED CO/0218/2  
Moved by Cr Hayden Doolan, seconded by Cr Lindsay Passfield 

That Council adopts the minutes of the Council meeting of the 11 December 2017. 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

  

8 MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil  

9 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil  

10 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS 

Nil  

11 REPORTS FROM DELEGATES 

Nil  
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12 INFORMATION REPORTS 

12.1 WORKS PROGRAM PROGRESS REPORT - JANUARY 2018 

RESOLVED CO/0218/3  
Moved by Cr Janet Wilson, seconded by Cr Lindsay Passfield 

That Council receives and notes the information contained in the Works Program Progress Report 
- January 2018. 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

 

12.2 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT - JANUARY 2018 

RESOLVED CO/0218/4 
Moved by Cr John Burley, seconded by Cr Hayden Doolan 

That Council receives and notes the information contained in the Monthly Finance Report - 
January 2018. 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

 

12.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING 

RESOLVED CO/0218/5  
Moved by Cr Kylie Thomas, seconded by Cr Robert Dwyer 

That Council receives and notes the report, Questions from the Last Council Meeting. 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 
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13 ASSETS AND INFRASTRUCTURE REPORTS 

13.1 SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED - NAMING OF VARIOUS BRIDGES 

RESOLVED CO/0218/6 
Moved by Cr Lindsay Passfield, seconded by Cr John Burley 

That Council  

1. Receives and notes the report Submissions Received - Naming of Various Bridges 

2. Adopts the following bridge names 

Bridge No. Location of bridge Bridge name 

59-5156 Gradys Creek Road, over tributary, 5.15km 
from Summerland Way 

Trihey Bridge 

59-5604 Gradys Creek Road, over tributary, 5.6km 
from Summerland Way 

Herd Bridge 

59-6565 Gradys Creek Road, over tributary 6.5km 
from Summerland Way 

Davies Bridge 

59-10535 Gradys Creek Road, over tributary 10.5km 
from Summerland Way 

Murray Bridge 

59-13985 Gradys Creek Road, over Gradys Creek, 
13.9km from Summerland Way 

Jack Hurley Bridge 

179-586 Lions Road, over gully, 580m from Gradys 
Creek Road 

McIntosh Bridge 

27-16640 Collins Creek Road, over Collins Creek, 
16.6km from Summerland Way 

Wagayn Bridge 
(Wagayn - Bundjalung 
word for catfish) 

15-7428 Back Creek Road, over Back Creek 7.4km 
from Bentley Road 

Dwyer Bridge 

198-47 McClelland Road, over Jerrys Creek 
0.47km from Williams Road 

Jackson Bridge 

120-20 Sawpit Creek Road, over Findon Creek, 
20m from Findon Creek Road 

Hogan Bridge 

 

 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Crs John Burley, Janet Wilson, Hayden Doolan, Earle Grundy, Lindsay Passfield and 
Robert Dwyer 

AGAINST VOTE - Crs Danielle Mulholland, Maggie May and Kylie Thomas 
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14 PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORTS 

14.1 KYOGLE COUNCIL YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL - MINUTES OF AGM 

RESOLVED CO/0218/7  
Moved by Cr John Burley, seconded by Cr Janet Wilson 

That Council 

1. Receives and notes the Minutes of the Kyogle Council Youth Advisory Council AGM and 
Meeting of 13 December 2017. 

 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 
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15 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORTS 

15.1 DECEMBER BUDGET REVIEW 

RESOLVED CO/0218/8 
Moved by Cr Janet Wilson, seconded by Cr Earle Grundy 

That Council:  
1. Receives and notes the December 2017 Quarterly Budget Review Statement; 
2. Approves the variation of estimates contained in the table below:  

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT VARIANCES 

DECEMBER QUARTER BUDGET REVIEW 

DETAILS QUARTERLY ADJUSTMENT 
INCOME EXPENSES 

Finance - Valuation and Auditor Fees               21,000  
Economic Development - Employment Costs               62,000  
Community Services - Grants 195   
Community Services - Other Costs                274  
Public Libraries - Income 5,702   
Regional Roads - Operating Grants (43,169)   
Urban Roads - Capital Grants 33,000   
Urban Roads - Capital Expenditure             33,000  
Rural Local Roads - Capital Grants 632,000     
Rural Local Roads - Capital Expenditure             164,500  
Bridges - Capital Grants 45,000   
Bridges - Capital Expenditure             140,000  
Stormwater Management - Capital Expenditure               90,000  
Engineering Administration - Income 71,513   
Engineering Administration - Expenses               71,513  
Quarries - Revenue 160,000   
Quarries - Operating Costs               30,000  
        

Totals              904,241           612,287  
  Net Adjustment           291,954  
 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

  

16 URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

RESOLVED CO/0218/9 
Moved by Cr Kylie Thomas, seconded by Cr Hayden Doolan 

That the matter of a condolence motion in respect of the family of the late Fraser Ramsey be 
considered as urgent business.              
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CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

 
The Mayor declared the matter to be of great urgency. 
 

RESOLVED CO/0218/10 
Moved by Cr Lindsay Passfield, seconded by Cr John Burley 

That Council acknowledges the legacy of the late Fraser Ramsey to the Kyogle Council community 
and extend its condolences to his family. 

CARRIED 
FOR VOTE - Unanimous vote 

 

17 QUESTIONS FOR NEXT ORDINARY MEETING 

Cr Janet Wilson: Can we please have the minutes of previous meetings included in the 
attachments to the agenda and not the body of the agenda. 

General Manager: Yes, this will be done for the next Council meeting agenda. 

Cr Lindsay Passfield: Will the longstanding issue of the easement be addressed at the next 
Council workshop. 

General Manager: The matter will be included in the Outstanding Council Resolutions Requiring 
Action report to the next Councillor workshop and can be discussed then. There have been 
developments in relation to the matter, but they are best discussed at the workshop. 

Cr Robert Dwyer: Has it ever been on Council's works program to continue the bitumen past the 
Collins Creek Hall. An appalling amount of dust blows into the hall from the road. 

Director Assets and Infrastructure Services: Not that I am aware of. We have had a request from 
the Hall Committee and I went through the option of the 50-50 funding and I said it was something 
we could look at in the next budget. 

General Manager: In relation to the initial sealing program and the original priorities, for that road it 
was identified that getting to the isolated seal at the school was the priority. But that was as far as it 
went. 

Cr Mulholland: Can signage be erected on Peacock Creek road warning non four wheel drives and 
vehicles towing caravans about the crossings? 

General Manager: There is signage at both ends of that road at Kyogle and Bonalbo identifying 
that the road is dry weather only and not suitable for caravans, but we can investigate that. 

Cr Mulholland: Is there anything Council can do to support Louisa's Fine Foods, which is closing at 
the end of the month, given that they employ and train people with a disability. 

Cr Earle Grundy: Several years ago the Louisa Johnston Centre was taken over by a group from 
Grafton. That group from Grafton has made the decision to close the centre and I don't believe 
there is anything Council can do. There is still a Trust that exists that has ownership of the building 
but nothing to do with the training centre. It's a commercial decision by a group which is based in 
Grafton and I don't believe there is anything council can do.  

Mayor: I have spoken to members of the trust and they are interested in attracting another 
occupant for the building and the conditions around the trust are very specific. 

Cr May: Could the Director Planning and Environmental Services who oversees community 
development have a conversation with the trust to see what their needs are and come back to 
Council. 

Director of Planning and Environmental Services: I would be happy to do that.  
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18 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS PAPER   

Nil  

 

The Meeting closed at 6.24pm. 
 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 12 
March 2018. 

 
................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 
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