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National Timber Councils Association 
General Meeting 

Monday 19th June 2017 
Pods 2 Room, Crowne Plaza 

1 Binara Street, Canberra 

 
 5:00pm Networking, drinks and finger food 
 
 
 5:30pm Welcome and apologies 
 
 Cr Dale Harriman 
 
 
 5:35pm Guest Speaker 
 
 Oswald  Marinoni 
 CSIRO Researcher 
 
 5:55pm Receipt of previous minutes 
 
 

6:00pm President’s Report 

6:10pm Strategic Directions 

6:20pm General Business 

6.30pm Meeting closed 

Item 11.2 (i)



 

General Meeting Minutes 

Monday 20th June 2016 

Aquila Room, Crowne Plaza 

1 Binara Street, Canberra 

 

A General Meeting of the National Timber Councils Association was held, on Monday 20
th

 June 2016.  The 

meeting was convened at 5:28pm, President Sandy Kam presiding. 

Attendees: 

Mayor Richard Sage  District Council of Grant 

Cr Malcolm Hole   Wellington Shire Council 

Cr Danielle Mulholland  Kyogle Council 

Cr Peter Gibbons   Latrobe City Council 

Steve Kozlowski   Maroondah City Council 

Cr Dick Ellis   East Gippsland Shire 

Cr Marianne Pelz   East Gippsland Shire 

David Rowlinson   Planet Ark 

Cr Bill McArthur   Municipal Association of Victoria 

Gary Gaffney   East Gippsland Shire 

Chris Schumacher  Oberon Council 

Eileen Newbury   Forest Wood Products Australia 

Andreea Spoiala   Forest Wood Products Association 

Gavin Matthews   Australian Forest Products Association 

Courtney Aquilina  Latrobe City Council 

Cr Deborah Brown  Baw Baw Shire Council 

Cr Bruce Meyer   West Wimmera Shire Council 

David Keahy   West Wimmera Shire Council 

David Morcom   Wellington Shire Council 

Bob Stewart   Snowy Valley Councils 

Cr Kerrie Gibbons   Oberon Council 

Cr Michael Reardon  Kyogle Council 

Gaylene Reardon 

Trevor Smart   District Council of Grant 

Gunther Jahnke   Australian Paper 

Mayor Mick Tucker  Break-O-Day Council 

Mayor Daryl Quilliam  Circular Head Council 

Cr Jason Callinan   Yarra Ranges Council 

Cr Colin Ryan   Moyne Shire 

Cr Des Phelan   Golden Plains Shire 

Cr Sandy Kam   National Timber Councils Association 
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Apologies: 

Cr Peter Neal   East Gippsland Shire 

Cr Lindsay Passfield  Kyogle Council  

Cr Dale Harriman  Latrobe City Council 

Bruce Connolly   Latrobe City Council 

Cr Karen Stephens  Glenelg Shire Council 

Cr Tricia Jones   Baw Baw Shire Council 

Cr Helena Kirby   Golden Plains Shire 

Cr Jenny Blake   Golden Plains Shire 

Cr Ralph Leutton  Moyne Shire 

Ross Hampton   Australian Forest Products Association 

Stacey Gardiner   Australian Forest Contractors Association 

 

 

Meeting opened: 5:28pm 

 

1. Welcome 

President Sandy Kam, welcomed all in attendance and registered the apologies. 

Provided an introduction of guest speaker Eileen Newbury: 

Bio – Eileen Newbury 

Eileen Newbury is the Marketing and Communications Manager at Forest and Wood Products 

Australia (FWPA) and is responsible for managing FWPA’s marketing programs, brand management 

and sponsorships. She is an accomplished businesswoman and she takes a common-sense approach 

to marketing and communications that is equal parts practical, engaging and effective.    

Eileen has over 25 years of related business experience in communications, marketing and event 

management prior to joining FWPA. She was the founder and CEO of a successful marketing, 

communications and events company and sat on a number of advisory committees. Her successes 

have included creating and implementing marketing and events programs for corporate clients as 

well as having managed many major events such as the Australian Masters Golf Tournament and the 

Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show.  Eileen’s greatest strengths are her creativity, drive 

and leadership.  She thrives on challenges, particularly those that expand the company’s reach. 

Eileen manages the Wood Marketing Program for FWPA.  She understands that good relationships 

and stakeholder engagement are critical in the success of the program and to FWPA.  Eileen 

continues to develop and expand these relationships for both the WoodSolutions and Wood 

Naturally Better brands. 

Eileen is a recent graduate of the prestigious Leadership Victoria Program and will continue to use 

the leadership and management lessons learned in her role at FWPA. 
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Eileen will speak about FWPA’s Wood Marketing Program and how the program is addressing issues 

within the forest and wood products industry and the built environment. 

 

 

2. Guest Speaker – Eileen Newbury FWPA 

Eileen presented on the Forest Wood Products Association. 

Eileen to provide copy of presentation to be circulated on request 

5:58pm-6.11pm question time for guest speaker. 

Richard Sage to provide Eileen with STEM information.  Richard queried possible links on 

Council websites to Wood Solutions and FWPA? 

Logo to be created for council websites. 

Eileen offered to provide educational material that is now available to industry, can be 

provided to Councils 

 

 

3. Receipt of previous minutes 

Receipt of minutes NTCA General Meeting 2015 

Moved: Mayor Richard Sage  Seconded: Cr Dick Ellis  Carried 

 

4. President’s report – Cr Sandy Kam 

 

Good evening all and welcome to our guests tonight, thank you for coming. 
  
I would like to acknowledge the presence Cr Bill McArthur from Municipal Association of Victoria, we 
appreciate the support we receive from the MAV in regard to our secretariat functions. 
  
Since our last general meeting, as you are all aware, there has been some change federally.  With the 
Turnball Government we saw Senator Anne Ruston take on the position of Assistant Minister for 
Agriculture and Water Resources and Darren Chester become the Minister of Infrastructure and 
Transport. 
NTCA has had meetings with both Ministers.  In fact, the Senator had accepted to attend our meeting 
today but then had a schedule change and wanted me to pass on her sincere apologies.  It was great 
to see how the Senator has become well informed about the industry and is excited about its 
future.  In fact with the release of the FIAC paper, the Minister Ruston stated “ the forest industry is 
vital to our regional communities, with its direct value to Australia’s gross domestic product having 
risen 10 per cent to $7.7 billion between 2012/13 and 2013/14.”  
  
ABARES recently released the Australian forest and wood products statistics for September and 
December 2015 quarters report and the Executive Director Karen Schneider stated that the Australian 
forestry sectors had grown strongly overall in 2014/15 - in particular high rates of residential building 
activity and exports. 
  
While it is great that the industry is growing the need to address infrastructure requirements become 
more pressing. 
  
Adequate road infrastructure will be required to efficiently transport increases in harvested 
timber.  Adequate road infrastructure will also lead to reduced transport costs, which is a direct  
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pathway to improving the domestic and international competitiveness of Australia’s forest industries 
which in turn underpins job security and new investment within the sector and in regional Australia 

  
The NTCA is requesting Federal Government funding of $1 million for the purposes of undertaking a 
timber impacted roads study to cover the nation of Australia. We will be advocating that Infrastructure 
Australia undertake this process. The multi-stakeholder report model has been successfully 
undertaken in the state of Victoria, with the timber industry road evaluation study (TIRES) created by 
Timber Towns Victoria successfully being used as a decision making tool for VicRoads in selecting 
which regional infrastructure projects to prioritise. Projects undertaken as a result of the decision 
process of the TIRES report are not refined to the needs of the timber industry, but also the safety of 
local residents, farmers, tourists and school buses amongst many other road users. The NTCA 
believes the benefits of the TIRES paper should be extended to national coverage through the 
creation of a federally funded national timber-impacted roads study. 
  
The Bridges Renewal Programme –While the federal govt has committed $300 million from 2015/16 
to 2018/19 It was good to see that in the 16/17 Federal Budget that this programme funding was 
extended by $60 million per year from 2019-20. 
Roads to Recovery – we have campaigned for the continuation and it is great that the program does 
not contain a sunset clause.  There is $3.2 billion available from 14/15-18/19. 
  
Any delay in finalising Regional Forest Agreements creates uncertainty for the businesses, which 
makes it hard to plan for the future.   We are urging these agreements to be finalised as soon as 
possible. 
    An example of this is the recent storm damage to Australian Natural Wood Exports Woodchip 
loading facility at Eden in NSW has increased the urgency to finalise the Eden and East Gippsland 
Regional Forest Agreements to bring some stability 
  
NTCA has advocated for investment in forestry R&D and Education. We were happy to see the 
Turnbull Coalition announce a $4 million dollar investment for a National Institute for Forest Products 
Innovation comprising of two research hubs – one in South Australia and one in Tasmania.  The 
research hubs will investigate innovation in areas such as forest management, timber processing, 
wood fibre recovery, advanced manufacturing and the bio-economy. 
  
We continue to campaign the federal government in creating procurement processes that gives a fair 
playing field to Australian made paper. 
  
Wood Encouragement Policy – There are at least 7 councils over 4 states that have adopted either a 
wood encouragement or wood first policy and MAV is the first local government association to adopt a 
policy. 
At ALGA last year we were able to have the following motion passed – “That this National Assembly 
support the use and promotion of timber products by Local Government across Australia, using a 
policy similar to the Wood Encouragement Policy developed by Latrobe City Council. 
  
Our secretariat, Amy Denahy recently resigned and we are currently advertising the position, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank her contribution. 
  
Local government around the country are facing some challenges, we have rate capping in Victoria, 
amalgamations in NSW, voluntary amalgamations in Tasmania -  all this may impact our membership 
base, time will tell. 
  
We cannot function without the support of our members, who we work tirelessly for.  Without this 
association there would not be such a voice at the federal platform. We thank you for your support 
and if your council is not yet a member please join and help us build up our numbers on behalf of 
local government. 
  
Contributing $20 billion to the national economy and around 120,000 direct jobs across the full value 
chain, forest industries are a vital part of our regional and rural communities 
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Motion: That the president’s report be noted. 

Moved: Cr Sandy Kam   Seconded: Mr Chris Schumacher  Carried 

 

 

 

5. General Business 

It was requested that member councils provide information on priority timber impacted 

roads for future lobbying. 

 

 

6. Meeting Closed:  6:22pm 
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