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22 July 2015 

As you may be aware at the recent National General Assembly of Local Government the following 
motion was approved: "That this National Assembly support the use and promotion of timber products 
by Local Government across Australia, using a policy similar to the Wood Encouragement Policy 
developed by Latrobe City Council." 

We are writing to Kyogle Council to invite you to join Latrobe City Council, which is the first council in 
Australia to implement a Wood Encouragement Policy for public buildings. 

A Wood Encouragement Policy requires responsibly sourced wood to be considered, where feasible, as 
the primary construction material in all new-build and refurbishment projects. This is usually limited to 
public sector buildings but could be applied across residential and commercial. 

As an example, the Library at the Dock in Melbourne is Australia's first six star Green Star council 
owned building constructed from modern engineered mass timber. 

Local government has often been a leader in undertaking positive environmental actions especially in 
the area of recycling and responding to climate change. The adoption of Wood Encouragement Policies 
is occurring all over the world. Examples, in addition to Latrobe City Council, include Rotorua District 
Council in New Zealand, Hackney Council in London, British Columbia in Canada, Finland, France and 
the Netherlands. 

Now councils like yours also have an opportunity to lead in the use of wood, which is the only 
renewable building material we have available which also stores carbon. In fact SO% of the dry weight 
of wood is carbon and its use substitutes for more carbon intensive materials like steel and concrete. 
Wood has proven health and wellbeing benefits when used in workplaces, aged care facilities and 
educational settings. It is also cost effective and quick to construct. 

We write to encourage Kyogle Council to implement a Wood Encouragement Policy. 

Kind regards, 

Paul Klymenko 
Chief Executive Officer 
paul@planetark.org 

Mayor Dale Harriman 
Latrobe City Council 
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HOWISAWOOD 
ENCOURAGEMENT 
POLICY GOOD FOR 
THE COM UNITY 
AND PLANET? 

Certified wood helps tackle climate 
change as it stores carbon and replaces 
more carbon intensive materials like 
steel and concrete. It is also the only 
renewable building material that can 
be used for large scale construction. 
Wood has proven health and wellbeing 
benefits when used in workplaces, aged 
care facilities and educational settings. 

HOUSING. HEALTH. 
HUMANITY 

~ 

Make It Wood.org 

Planet Ark's report 
'Wood- Housing, Health. 
Humanity' outlines 
these benefits. 
(available a t MakeltWood.org) 
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ERTIFIED WOOD 
ELPS TACKLE 
.LIMATE CHANGE 
e Library at the Dock in Melbourne 
Australia's first six star Green Star 
uncil-owned building constructed 
1m cross laminated timber. 
XJO m3 of european spruce significantly 
!duces the building's carbon footprint. 
nazingly, the building stores 250 
'lnes of carbon in its wood helping 
~lcle climate change by keeping it out 
the atmosphere. 

TUDENTS TAUGHT 
~WOODEN 
!LASSROOMS HAVE 
OWER HEART RATES 
.ND LESS STRESS 
:mdlebark School Library in the 
acedon Ranges, Victoria is an earth 
)Vered wooden building designed to 
~a site for learning, reflection and 
luge. The facility promotes the use of 
'th new and recycled timber. Planet 
_-k's research - 'Wood - Housing, 
~lth, Humanity' illustrates significant 
'!Olth benefits of educating students in 
xxl.en environments 

WOOD HAS PROVEN 
HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING BENEFITS 
The Dandenong Mental Health Facility 
in Victoria won the Excellence Award 
at the 20141lmber Design Awards. 
Through the extensive use of natural 
timber both internally and externally 
as well as landscaped courtyards 
and garden areas the facility has a 
warm, residential. suburban character 
favourable to patients. 

OFFICES WITH 
WOODEN INTERIORS 
CONVEY FEELINGS OF 
INNOVATION. ENERGY 
AND COMFORT 
Since the move to Hindmarsh Shire 
Council's new timber headquarters the 
council has found that the staff are happier 
and working more effectively. In addition 
to the health and wellbeing benefits of the 
wood, the building is designed with true 
sustainability and flexibility at heart. With 
72 solar panels and a north orientation solar 
heat and light is maximised. 

Printed on 100° o recycled Australian made paper 



Wood 
Encouragement 
Policies 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEADING 
THE WAY 
Local. state and nahonal governments around the world are 
working hard to lind ways to help tackle climate change. Local 
governments in particular are often leading the way with 
energy savmg and green buildmg. Buildmg with responsibly 
sourced wood can help meet climate change targets as well as 
bringmg other benefits like increased speed of construction and 
exceptional thermal insulation properties meaning buildings 
consume less energy. 

HELPING TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE 
Responsibly sourced wood is unique in that it stores carbon and 
in most cases there are less carbon emissions associated with its 
production than other building materials such as concrete or steel. 

WHAT DOES A WOOD 
ENCOURAGEMENT POLICY MEAN? 
A wood encouragement policy generally requires responsibly 
sourced wood to be considered, where feasible, as the pnmary 
construction material in all new-build and refurbishment projects. 
This is usually limited to public sector buildmgs but could be 
applied across residential and commercial. 

WOOD ENCOURAGEMENT 
POLICIES AROUND THE WORLD 
Councils in Australia and New Zealand have recently adopted 
wood encouragement policies following in the footsteps of other 
countries such as Canada, France, Finland and the Netherlands. 

J ,..t,.obe City Council, Australia 
In 2014 Latrobe City Council became the first council in Australia 
to Implement a wood encouragement policy. It aims to promote the 
use of wood as the preferred material in both the construction and 
fit out of Council buildings and infrastructure. 

Rotorua Dis+ric+ Cou c·1 rev Zeala~rl 
More recently, in 2015 Rotorua District Council implemented a 
wood first policy which mandates the use of wood lor all public 
buildings in the area and encourages a ll others to think about 
usmg wood as an option lor construction. 

British Co u b x, Canarl,.. 
Smce October 2009, all newly constructed publicly funded 
butldings such as schools, libraries or sports complexes, must 
consider wood as the primary building material. 

Finland 
The Finnish government has put in place land planning incentives 
to encourage the increased use of wood in small house construction. 

Legislahon here makes it compulsory to provtde environmental 
tmpact information lor all new buildings. This favours wood 
products. 

Library at the Dock, Victoria Harbour, Melbourne 
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