
 

 
Legume to Woodenbong Road Alliance 

 
“Northern Growth Corridor” 

 
 

A key strategic route from the Northern Rivers to Southern Downs servicing 2 States, 7 Councils 
and servicing the Nation as a whole. 

 
Mt Lindesay Road – Legume to Woodenbong   (42km) (State road until 1982) 
 

 Strategic route servicing interstate traffic from Southern Downs to Northern Rivers with no direct 
benefit to Tenterfield Shire.  Shires/LGAs benefitting are Kyogle, Richmond Valley, Clarence Valley 
and Lismore in NSW, and in Qld – Southern Downs, Scenic Rim and Toowoomba Regional Councils. 
 

 Upgrade of the road will support industries in adjacent regions; the livestock industry (i.e. Casino 
Cooperative meatworks), grain, freight distribution efficiency and tourism leading to growth in 
the north of Tenterfield Shire and adjacent regions. The road is also a school bus route and mail 
run, and takes 20% heavy vehicles including Woolworths and BigW distribution. 

 

 Council recently had to reject an application from the Northern Cooperative Meat Company 
(processing more than 435,000 cattle and pigs per annum and employ 1000 people) through RMS 
for the road to be a National Heavy Vehicle Route. Council has legal advice from our insurers that 
we need to consider closing the road to heavy vehicles or limiting their access due to safety 
concerns.  

 

 Requires a minimum of total $30M for renewal (Benefit / Cost analysis 2013 - $25M for rebuild 
of original section including bridges (30km), $5M for renewal of remaining 12km); happy to 
receive funding in three stages with $10millon each year over  x  3  years. 

 

 Access to key state and federal assets in 7 National Parks (including the World Heritage 
Gondwana Rainforest) and state forests actively used for Forestry Industry 

 

 Council seeks funding for 100% of this project from State and Federal governments as a strategic 
freight route serving cross border business between Southern Downs and Northern Rivers. 

 

 Secured $xxx million from NSW Government conditional on Federal matched funding. 
 

  The project is “shovel ready” and resources are available to start immediately. 
 

 Includes the cost of two (2) bridges: $5million (total project $30million including bridges). One 
bridge at Koreelah Creek and another at Big Gully. 

 
Scale of infrastructure challenges for Tenterfield Shire 
 

 The Shire is 7,300km2 with only 4700 ratepayers.  

 Tenterfield town is not the closest population centre for more than half of the Shire region and 
economic activity occurs outside the shire and often the state.

http://www.scenicrim.qld.gov.au/
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 Tenterfield has specific and unique issues due to its location as the first Council in the state and 
responsibility for infrastructure supporting other regions and levels of government. 

 Tenterfield Shire currently commits $1.09M to the Mt Lindesay road annually (6% of Councils 
entire budget). Of this $180,000 is repayment of the bridge loans and $500,000 is the annual 
reconstruction commitment which repairs around 1km of road. Council commits the entirety of 
its $120,000 Supplementary grant (3x3 fuel tax contribution) to the Mt Lindesay Road. 

 In addition to planned Special Rates Variations, assistance in terms of infrastructure costs needs 
to increase by approximately $1M / year to be able to maintain the modest levels of service 
currently in place.  

Bridge over Koreelah Creek 

 
The road takes 20% heavy vehicles all servicing other states, regions and shires. It is dangerous for 
local users (light vehicles), tourists and service vehicles such as the school bus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The alignment is tight and dangerous for heavy vehicles. The pavement is narrow and rough, 
consisting mainly of patches on patches. Vehicles must travel on unsealed and unsafe shoulders to 
pass. 
 

 
 
 
The pavement is failing for the whole length of the road. Even the straight, well drained sections 
have failed. 
 

 
 



The road services World Heritage National Parks. The photo shows the disintegrating surface, 
narrow sealed lane and unsealed shoulder used for passing. 
 

 
 

  



Location of Mount Lindesay Road and surrounding highway network 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Economic Case - Northern Growth Corridor  

(Executive summary from the independent Northern Growth Corridor Economic Study by GHD) 
 
Situated in the middle of the Northern Rivers region of New South Wales and the Southern Downs 
region in Queensland, the upgrade of Mt Lindesay Road has the potential to open up a 350,000 hectare 
‘economic catchment’ (Northern Growth Corridor) with unique natural assets and close proximity to 
major tourist source markets and the fast growing South East Queensland and Northern 
Rivers regions.  
 
The road upgrade is an investment in an asset with an 80 year economic life. During the economic life 
of this project it is likely that areas surrounding Mt Lindesay Road will experience considerable 
Population growth. For example, the Beaudesert/Boonah area south of Brisbane is an identified growth 
corridor. Estimates suggest this region alone could house an additional 33,000 dwellings by 2031. 
Assuming 2.5 persons per dwelling, this represents an additional 82,500 people living within an hour of 
the area serviced by Mt Lindesay Road. This could generate significant economic benefits in the form 
of increased tourism visitation. 
 
The road provides access to seven National Parks and major natural heritage destinations including 
the World Heritage Listed Gondwana Temperate Rainforests. The road upgrade also has the potential 
to see the local area cater for tree changers and retirees looking for a lifestyle change by moving to a 
rural area. The proximity of the area to Brisbane and regional centres such as Lismore and Casino 
makes it an ideal location for tree changers. The area offers lifestyle benefits within close proximity to 
health and community services. 
 
The Mt Lindesay Road is itself an important inter-regional asset forming the most direct route between 
the Southern Downs region of Queensland and the Northern Rivers region of NSW. It is an important 
transport link between these regions—each of which are experiencing strong population and economic 
growth. The road is currently used to transport livestock, stockfeed, timber products, freight and 
vegetable and food products between southern Queensland and Northern New South Wales for major 
regional and national businesses including Woolworths, BIG W, NSW Forestry and the Northern 
Cooperative Meatworks (NCM). 
 
The 42 Kilometre section of the Mt Lindesay Road between Legume and Woodenbong is in extremely 
poor condition. The road is narrow, there are numerous blind corners and the road surface is very rough. 
The edges of the road are jagged and soft and in urgent need of repair. The current state of the road is 
a significant safety concern for local residents. In most sections, the road is so narrow that it is not 
possible to safely pass an oncoming semi-trailer without leaving the road surface. The local school bus 
uses the road twice a day and locals are concerned about the risk of the school bus colliding with a 
semi-trailer on a blind corner. In the past twelve months alone, there have been two heavy vehicle 
accidents which required the destruction of 24 cattle. The estimated cost of these accidents is in excess 
of $100,000. 
 
The rough surface and deep potholes found on many sections of the road mean increased travel times 
and increased vehicle operating costs for users. Feedback from local residents and businesses tells a 
consistent story of increased vehicle maintenance costs to undertake wheel alignments, repair 
damaged shock absorbers, repair broken and cracked windscreens and replace tyres prematurely as 
a result of accelerated wear and tear. The estimated impact of the road on annual vehicle operating 
costs for transport companies range up to $440,000 per annum for one company. 
 
Many transport companies and holiday-makers refuse to use the road and choose to take alternate 
routes which are longer in distance as the road is not suitable for RVs or caravans with local tourist 
centres recommending tourists avoid the route. This increases fuel costs and vehicle emissions. 
Upgrading the road will therefore generate environmental benefits in the form of reduced vehicle 
emissions. 
 
The current condition of the road is impeding economic development on a local and regional scale. 
Small eco-tourism businesses operating in the area tell of the revenue impacts to their business as 
people refuse to travel on the road. Despite the natural beauty of the area serviced by Mt Lindesay 
Road and its proximity to major tourism markets such as South East Queensland, eco-tourism business 
numbers remain only modest. It is difficult to attract investment in new or existing businesses when it is 
widely known that this section of road is dangerous and rough to drive on. This impacts on job creation 
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and analysis suggests that the population density of the local area is very low considering the proximity 
of the area to regions that have been experiencing strong population growth. There is also an 
opportunity to create a new regional tourism circuit. The Southern Downs region in Queensland and the 
Northern Rivers region in Northern New South Wales are linked by Mt Lindesay Road already support 
a strong and growing tourism sector. Upgrading Mt Lindesay Road has the potential for a tourism circuit 
to emerge that would be particularly attractive to the retiree market. Investment in new and existing 
tourism-based businesses has the potential to underpin job creation and population growth in the area 
- each of which are critical to regional development and creating critical mass in communities. 
 
There are a high proportion of Indigenous people living within the local area serviced by Mt Lindesay 
Road. The Muli Muli community is home to approximately 200 people. In 2011, the unemployment rate 
in the Muli Muli community was 45.2 per cent—nearly 9 times the national unemployment rate in 
February 2013 of 5.4 per cent. Additional investment generated as a result of upgrading the road has 
the potential to provide employment opportunities for Indigenous people. This project therefore has the 
potential to contribute to the commitment made by Australian Governments to ‘bridge the gap’ in 
Indigenous disadvantage. 
 
The proposed upgrade also has strategic advantages. Mt Lindesay Road was the only road between 
New South Wales and Queensland that was not closed due to flooding during the January 2011 floods. 
Mt Lindesay Road is also located only 75 Kilometres from the proposed inter-modal logistics 
facility at Bromelton. If it proceeds, Bromelton will be a key asset in the national, State and regional 
road and rail freight transport network. The upgrade of Mt Lindesay Road is an opportunity to improve 
road freight transportation between northern New South Wales and Southern Queensland—an 
investment that has the potential to link well with the proposed Bromelton inter-modal logistics facility. 
 
The road upgrade is consistent with Northern Inland Regional Development Australia Plan and has 
support across two states, three Regional Development Australia Committees and seven Local 
Government Areas. The project strongly aligns with the regional development objectives as it has the 
potential to generate regional economic activity and create jobs on a regional scale. The economic 
impacts of this project will not strictly be confined to one Local Government Area or one Regional 
Development Australia Committee area. 
 
It is estimated that the project will: 

 Generate $100 million in economic stimulus over a thirty year period as a result of 
increased tourist visitation to the area. 

 Create 30 direct and 90 indirect jobs. 

 Generate vehicle operating cost savings, travel time savings, reduced accident cost 
savings and reduced vehicle emission savings of $20.5 million over 30 years (NPV discounted at 
4% to 2012).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact: Lotta Jackson, General Manager, Tenterfield Shire Council 02-6736 6000 




