
SUBMISSION 2017-2018 COUNCIL BUDGET 

The Kyogle tidy towns committee applauds council on the presentation of its 2017-2018 Budget.  However it 

challenges council on the following: 

1. The reduction in the contribution for weed control contribution by $7k when there has been a

reduction of 50% in the weed control staff.

2. Fencing the playground at Anzac Park:  is it council’s intention to install a post and rail fence as they

have done around the skate park, or something more substantial.  If this is the case won’t this destroy

the overall appearance of the park?   From observation when children are playing on the equipment

they are closely supervised by an adult.  If the council proceeds with this plan is it not setting a

precedent to fence all children’s playgrounds that are located close to a road?

3. In the budget for Parks and Gardens it is noted that there is no allocation of funds to control the

Water Hyacinth growth in the lake in Anzac Park.  The Tidy Towns Committee is concerned that if this

problem is not controlled it will become a serious environmental problem in the future.  There needs

to be a 5 year plan to control this weed.

4. Lack of funding for the repair and painting of Kyogle Cemetery fence.  At this stage it appears to be

salvageable, but if action is not soon taken it will fall down.

5. The Upgrade of Kyogle’s Main Street is most welcome as Kyogle is the seat of local government in the

LGA, the inclusion of a water station in the street would be most welcome, together with some

colourful plantings.

6. It is disappointing that within the budget council has not provided some form of motivation for

businesses and residents to maintain their properties.

7. We encourage council to work with the Chamber of Commerce and other groups within the

community when developing the Community Calendar and the Business Directory.  Some of these

organisations are already working on similar projects.

8. Noted in Long Term Goal/Strategy/Service Level  - Environmental services that “Kyogle is regarded as

a safe place to dine and purchase takeaway food and beverages’” this may well be the case, BUT the

cleanliness of the main street does not reflect this.

9. Effective weed management across private and public land also noted in the above section.

If council is serious about this then as council workers travel around the LGA ask them to identify 

weed hotspots so that they can be acted on – if private land, fine the landowner. 

Encourage council to look at options that it can put in place to reduce the spread of weeds by council 

machinery. 

10. Control of Feral Animals:  The committee encourages council to join with local residents in the control

of feral animals particularly in bushland surrounding residential areas.  Council would be well aware

of the impact of these animals on native fauna.

Submitted on behalf of Kyogle Tidy Towns – Joan Hayman – Secretary. 

Item 13C.3



Response to issues raised in Kyogle Tidy Towns submission 

1. The reduction in the contribution for weed control contribution by $7k when there
has been a reduction of 50% in the weed control staff. 
Comment: This budget area relates to the contribution to ROUS County Council for 
weed control and management. There has been no reduction in weed control staff 
that Council is aware of. The delivery of these services is subject to a formal Service 
Level Agreement. No changes to draft documents or budget required. 

2. Fencing the playground at Anzac Park: is it council’s intention to install a post and
rail fence as they have done around the skate park, or something more substantial. If 
this is the case won’t this destroy the overall appearance of the park? From 
observation when children are playing on the equipment they are closely supervised 
by an adult. If the council proceeds with this plan is it not setting a precedent to fence 
all children’s playgrounds that are located close to a road? 
Comment: The plan is to enclose this playground with a child-proof fence, similar in 
design to a pool fence. The issues raised in relation to appearance and precedents 
do not affect the project budget. No changes to draft documents or budget required. 

3. In the budget for Parks and Gardens it is noted that there is no allocation of funds
to control the Water Hyacinth growth in the lake in Anzac Park. The Tidy Towns 
Committee is concerned that if this problem is not controlled it will become a serious 
environmental problem in the future. There needs to be a 5 year plan to control this 
weed. 
Comment: There is no specific budget allocation for each individual task performed. 
The control of weeds in the lagoon is already covered by the Parks and Gardens 
budget and commitments to undertaking this weed control task have already been 
made. No changes to draft documents or budget required. 

4. Lack of funding for the repair and painting of Kyogle Cemetery fence. At this stage
it appears to be salvageable, but if action is not soon taken it will fall down. 
Comment: There is $5,204 allocated for cemeteries capital renewals. The cemetery 
fence has been identified by staff as a priority for this budget now that the fences at 
Woodenbong, Old Bonalbo and Bonalbo have been renewed in recent years. No 
changes to draft documents or budget required. 

5. The Upgrade of Kyogle’s Main Street is most welcome as Kyogle is the seat of
local government in the LGA, the inclusion of a water station in the street would be 
most welcome, together with some colourful plantings. 
Comment: Noted, there will be specific consultation with Tidy Towns and the 
Chamber of Commerce in relation to this project before any works commence. No 
changes to draft documents or budget required. 

6. It is disappointing that within the budget council has not provided some form of
motivation for businesses and residents to maintain their properties. 
Comment: Comment noted. No changes to draft documents or budget required. 

7. We encourage council to work with the Chamber of Commerce and other groups
within the community when developing the Community Calendar and the Business 
Directory. Some of these organisations are already working on similar projects. 



Comment: Council is currently working with the Chamber of Commerce on the 
development of the business directory. We are not aware of any other group working 
on the community calendar, however there will be further consultation with 
community groups before this project commences. No changes to draft documents 
or budget required. 

8. Noted in Long Term Goal/Strategy/Service Level - Environmental services that
“Kyogle is regarded as a safe place to dine and purchase takeaway food and 
beverages’” this may well be the case, BUT the cleanliness of the main street does 
not reflect this. 
Comment: Comment noted, issue discussed with Chamber of Commerce, 
businesses are willing and able to assist with cleaning their own frontages in addition 
to Council's regular program of street cleaning. No changes to draft documents or 
budget required. 

9. Effective weed management across private and public land also noted in the
above section. If council is serious about this then as council workers travel around 
the LGA ask them to identify weed hotspots so that they can be acted on – if private 
land, fine the landowner. Encourage council to look at options that it can put in place 
to reduce the spread of weeds by council machinery. 
Comment: Comments noted. No changes to draft documents or budget required. 

10. Control of Feral Animals: The committee encourages council to join with local
residents in the control of feral animals particularly in bushland surrounding 
residential areas. Council would be well aware of the impact of these animals on 
native fauna. 
Comment: Comments noted. No changes to draft documents or budget required. 




