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Australia’s rural and regional areas - A slow train comin’
Our regions confront planning issues that are neither urban nor fully understood. They are a function of 
agricultural and mining legacies, of new energy sources, of extraordinary cultural heritage, and of long 
standing support for the major population centres; yet the regions suffer comparative disadvantage the 
further the distance from the very centres they support.

In this great brown land, the tyranny of distance is compounded by the inevitable shift of the population, 
and their knowledge skills and investment, slowly but surely, to the more urbanised areas along the coast.

How are our regional communities positioned to address this shift? How do these communities address the post 
resource boom legacies?

What are the communication and infrastructure needs and demands of low populated areas? and how does 
planning cope with no or little growth, yet accommodate a future?

What are the futures for agriculture, intensive animal husbandry, and regional tourism? What can technology 
(such as the NBN) do to re-energise and promote e-business and services from regional areas? How does planning 
address food security?

What are the implications of the Melbourne to Brisbane Inland Freight initiative? 

How does the planning profession across Australia lead thinking and action in all these spaces?

The conference will explore these issues across two (2) days intensive discussion, with an emphasis on 
information exchange, discussion and presentations by leaders in their fields.

It is a must for all those interested in the future of rural industry, the economic development of our small 
communities, and of the very future of rural and regional Australia.

Objectives of conference

To invite participation from throughout Australia’s smaller communities, both inland and on the coast

To invite participation from practitioners young and old, from elected representatives, from all agencies 
involved in land use, infrastructure and transport planning, and from those involved in planning 
education

To promote rural and regional planning to the planners of the future, and to change young planner’s 
perceptions about the career opportunities available in the bush/country/regions

To showcase regional innovation in all States and Territories, including achievements from within the 
host region, being the Darling Downs, Lockyer Valley and south-western Queensland

To learn and share information

To collect best practice thinking
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SILVER

FRIDAY FUNCTION PROGRAM LANYARD

To build an esprit de corps within participants in rural and regional planning

To initiate, through PIA, a regular think tank for best practice planning in rural and regional Australia.

And …. most importantly

To document what we learn and not let it be forgotten, by the production of the Rural and Regional 
Charter, a published benchmark for planning authorities and communities experiencing little or no 
growth.

The conference’s main output will be the joint preparation by all participants, and publication of the Rural 
and Regional Charter providing:

1. planning principles for the management of areas experiencing no or little growth;

2. best practice planning guidelines and examples of working initiatives that planning authorities can take 
to address and hopefully arrest economic decline and the social consequences that might follow;

3. tips and advice on intergovernmental liaison and sourcing government grants and initiatives; and

4. suggested planning scheme techniques, responses, and policy ideas for small communities.

MAJOR GOLD
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