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Kyogle Council (est. 1906) services an area of 3,589 square kilometres 
and adjoins the Scenic Rim Regional Council in Queensland and the 
Northern Rivers Shires of Tweed, Lismore, Richmond Valley, Clarence 
Valley and Tenterfield in New South Wales.

Kyogle Council comprises a large and diverse region with spectacular 
natural (including the renowned Border Ranges National Park and other 
World Heritage listed areas) and cultural attributes, around two hour’s 
drive south of Brisbane and Queensland’s Gold Coast, with easy access 
to Northern Rivers Coastal Communities of Byron Bay, Ballina, Evans 
Head, Yamba and Tweed Heads.

The area is a biodiversity hot spot with National Parks and State Forests, 
rich in flora and fauna, surrounding the town and villages. This, combined 
with a superb climate and the close proximity to all services, education 
and recreation, makes Kyogle area an ideal place to live and work.

Council Departments

General Managers Office
Responsible for the Organisation and Operations Management, 
Managing Council Relationships, Public Relations Management, 
Economic Development and Tourism,  Workplace Health and Safety.

Corporate & Administration
Responsible for Human Resources, Administration and Customer 
Service, Finance and Audit, Information Technology, Community and 
Cultural, Plant, Fleet and Depots.

Planning & Environment
Responsible for Planning Services, Environmental Services, Building 
Control, and Regulations Inspections. 

Urban and Assets
Responsible for Water Supply, Sewerage Services, Swimming 
Pools, Asset Management, Parks, Gardens and Cemetries, Facilities 
Maintenance, Stormwater and Flood Management.

Infastructure Works
Responsible for Roads and Bridges, Roads and Marine Services (RMS) 
Contract Works, Rural Fire Service (RFS), Emergency Services, Quarries, 
Project Management, Survey and Design, GIS and Technical.

Kyogle Council
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Council has developed Vision 2020 Economic Development Strategic 
Plan. Valuable information received from a series of Economic Development 
workshops and the 2010 Residents Survey provided the foundations to 
build an extensive Economic Development Strategic Plan based on the 
will of the people and desired outcomes across Kyogle Council Local 
Government Area. The Community vision is; ‘Working together to balance 
Environment, Lifestyle and Opportunity’.

Tourism Economic Development Officer (TEDO):

Contact: Malcolm Wallis

Kyogle Council
P.O.Box 11
Kyogle NSW 2474

Phone: 02 6632 2700

Mobile: 0427 005 249

Email: malcolm.wallis@kyogle.nsw.gov.au

Web: www.kyogle.nsw.gov.au  
To find Economic Development click on ‘Services and Documents’ tab and select ‘Economic Development’

Working together to balance Environment, Lifestyle and Opportunity

Vision 2020

Rivertree 
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Towns and Villages:

Kyogle:

Kyogle is where the original Northern Rivers still exists in World 
Heritage listed rainforests, diverse cultures and rural landscapes 
once echoing with crosscut saws of the Cedar Getters harvesting 
their ‘Red Gold’. The interpretation of the Bundjalung word ‘kaiou-
gal’ could mean ‘the place of the brush turkey or bustard’ or “native 
companion” which is a fast long-legged running bird. Kyogle Council 
LGA is 3,589 square kilometres of lifestyle with the Kyogle Township having a population around 3,000. 
New residents are drawn to Kyogle and the surrounding villages by the spectacular natural beauty 
of the area that flows with the essence of the Australian rural character. With so much to offer it is 

no wonder that the Kyogle area is becoming recognised as the 
gem of the Northern Rivers region of New South Wales. Kyogle 
has maintained the character of its main street and hidden 
behind these beautiful façades is a plethora of shops; cafés, 
galleries, coffee shops and hotels offer the new resident a 
uniquely Australian experience. Kyogle is located 184 km south 
of Brisbane, 758 km north of Sydney and is 60 metres above 
sea level on the Richmond River at the base of the Fairymount 
(246m high). Promoted as ‘The Gateway to the Rainforests’, a 

claim justified as it is surrounded by one of the largest remaining areas of rainforest in the state, the area 
receives an annual rainfall of 1118mm.

Kyogle Council Area

“Kyogle Council area is the ‘lifestyle capital’ 
of the Upper Richmond and Upper Clarence 
Valley’s and is fast becoming recognised as 
the gem of the Northern Rivers region of New 
South Wales”

Kyogle Town Centre

Kyogle Pool
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Bonalbo:
Bonalbo, the Upper Clarence was established in 
1910. This quaint village’s name is interpreted from 
the Aboriginal word ‘bunawblu’ meaning bloodwood 
trees which are dotted throughout the region’s lush 
forests. Bonalbo is also the centre of the surrounding 
areas for timber, dairying and cattle-grazing industries. 

Bonalbo is a lifestyle away from the hustle-and-bustle 
of larger centres, providing a relaxing atmosphere. 
The main community needs and services are catered 
for, along with a variety of recreational facilities which 
provide the individual or group with a diverse range 
of activities.

The Clarence River 

Mallanganee:
Settled in at the foot of the Mallanganee Range, this quiet village is full 
of hidden treasures. Mallanganee offers the new resident a range of 
facilities and experiences. The Koori place name of Mallanganee means 
“Pine tree hill”. The display of cattle brands in the general store is a clue 
to the farming history of the area, 
with this scenic area being the heart 
of “Beef Country”. The Memorial Hall 
commemorates the timber days with a 
backdrop appliqué showing a bullock 
team hauling timber. Located approx 
40kms west from Casino, and just off 
the Bruxner Highway, Mallanganee is 
one of the Kyogle Council’s “Gateways 
to the Rainforest”.
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Tabulam:
Home of the Bundjalung Aboriginal people the region is extremely 
culturally significant. The Koori Place name of Tabulam means “the 
originals”. Designated as a town in 1885, Tabulam is historically 
significant and the only other ‘town’ on the Clarence River besides 
Grafton. Birthplace of Lieutenant General Sir Harry Chauvel of the 
famous Lighthorse Brigade is only one of Tabulam’s claims to fame. 
Tabulam is located approximately halfway between Tenterfield (73kms) 
and Casino (53kms) on the Bruxner Highway, beside the Clarence 
River and approximately 800km north of Sydney. 

Sir Harry Chauvel’s home 

Tabulam Bridge

The Clarence River at Tabulam 

Old Bonalbo:
Nestled at the base of ‘Nooloiga’, or 
Haystack Mountain, this ideal setting 
ignites your senses providing an instant 
appreciation of the story telling of the cultural 
significance and history of the surrounding 
area. The village was established to cater 
for the growing population of ‘Cedar 
Getters’ seeking the red gold from the 
surrounding forests and the arrival of 
graziers establishing vast landholdings. Old 
Bonalbo began life in the mid nineteenth 
century as the original site for the village of 
Bonalbo, thirteen kilometres further south 
established on the banks of Peacock Creek. The village of Old Bonalbo 
lies on Clarence Way between the Mt Lindesay Highway in the north 
and the Bruxner Highway in the south at approximately the half-way 
point, nestled against the magnificent Richmond Range”.



Wiangaree:
Proclaimed on the 27th March 1907, this picturesque village 13km 
north from Kyogle on the Summerland Way is a unique rural based 
community with a population of around 130. At Wiangaree you turn off 
for the western entrance to the World Heritage listed Border Ranges 
National Park. On the banks of the Richmond River, Wiangaree’s 

rural surrounds consists of 
dairying, beef farming and 
general horticulture activities. 
Wiangaree General Store is 
where you treat yourself to a 
variety of refreshments and 
cooked meals and experience a 
big dose of country hospitality. Wiangaree is serviced by a hairdresser, 
Naturopath, Primary School, rodeo/recreation grounds, tennis court, 
Anglican Church and has a school bus service 5 days per week into 
Kyogle.

Woodenbong:
Woodenbong is largely a timber 
and cattle town situated on the 
Queensland/New South Wales 
border. Located approx 55kms 
NW of Kyogle and only 10kms 
from the Qld border, Woodenbong 
is surrounded by some of the 
most spectacular volcanic plugs 
and rocky outcrops including Mt 
Lindesay. Woodenbong is rolling 
hills, forest and scenic beauty. 
Woodenbong is a community of 
about 600 people, which offers lifestyle and friendship.Come and embark 
on an experience that will leave you as warm and comfortable as your 
favourite old jumper on a cold winter’s morning.
Woodenbong has a golf club, swimming pool, tennis, scenic drives and 
many more leisure and recreational activities, experience a bit of real fair 
dinkum Australian country hospitality.

Wiangaree from the air
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Lifestyle

Travel to rural Australia on one of the country’s most scenic rail journeys in your own 
backyard only 2 hours south of Brisbane. Countrylink passengers travel to and from the 
Northern Rivers of NSW through and under World Heritage Rainforests of the Border 
Ranges National Park via the historically significant Border Loop Tunnels and Spiral. 
Surrounded by the lush valleys of Gradys Creek in the Upper Richmond Valley, your 
journey to Kyogle will be an experience remembered.

Living and Working in Rural Areas

“Living and Working in Rural Areas” 
A handbook for managing land use conflict issues on the NSW North Coast.

By Rob Leamonth, Rik Whitehead, Bill Boyd, Stephen Fletcher.

“Choosing a rural property is largely a matter of the heart and, unfortunately, the ‘head thing’ 
may come much later. By standing back and doing your research first you’ll be better armed to 
make an informed decision and not have any regrets about your 
move to the ‘idyllic life’. Many conflicts can be headed off at the 
pass by considering some basic requirements before you buy 
your dream block. It is important to realize that in moving into a 
rural area you will find routine activities you may be unfamiliar 
with and may cause you concern. These can include things 
such as tractor, chain saw and motorbike noise, burning off, 
stock management procedures, dust, land clearing, chemical 
application, harvesting and cultivation activities. Conflict, 
either with neighbours or authorities, often results from 
people not understanding the environment they are moving 
into or arriving with preconceived ideas not based on the 
realities of rural life”. 

The “Living and Working in Rural Areas” handbook is based on the 
experiences of the NSW North Coast rural community. These experiences provide ideas 
and practices that:

• help you achieve a healthy life and productive rural environment

• avoid difficulties and disputes with your neighbours. 

The handbook contains practical suggestions, resources and checklists to support 
community harmony in our rural areas, build positive neighbourly values, and create and 
maintain vibrant, healthy and productive rural communities.

Rural life has many benefits

9



The role of Council’s Planning Services is to encourage a range of appropriate 
development which is visually attractive, sustainable and promotes the area as a 
desirable place for residents, businesses and visitors.

The role of Building Services is to ensure that existing and new buildings in the area 
are safe by meeting the prescribed standards.

Council has information fact sheets to assist customers in understanding when 
applications are required to be made, the information required to be submitted 
in an application and relevant provisions and policies applicable to Planning and 
Building within the Council area.

The Information Sheets also provide Council’s Policy on consultation, general 
information and complete copies of the various planning policies and instruments.

Council’s planning and building staff are available for consultation on all development 
matters. Consultations can be arranged during office hours or by appointment.

Planning & Building
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“Kyogle offers old-world charm, a friendly atmosphere and affordable housing” 
The Australian



Sustainability
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The Vision for a Sustainable Kyogle

The Kyogle LGA has experienced waves of growth from major investment and activity levels in past decades based on dairy and 
forestry growth to the present day lower levels of economic growth and investment. New residents are being drawn to Kyogle LGA 
as the ‘undiscovered country’ of Northern New South Wales – a region with traditional villages, high quality of life and a welcoming 
environment. All residents recognise the unique value of this region and seek to retain its best qualities while improving opportunities 
for its long term economic sustainability.  

Balance – in growth, lifestyle, investment and pace of life – is the key. 

This balance should reflect the views and desires of the whole community – long term residents and newcomers, young and old, 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal. While the LGA does not seek to become a major industry centre, it must actively shape the way that 
new investment and new jobs are created thereby creating a sustainable future that the community values.

The vision for a Sustainable Kyogle is:

A sustainable community – retaining our current high quality of life, and cultural diversity, creating employment for the 
community and attracting services that respond to the needs of the community in the town of Kyogle and villages in the 
Kyogle LGA.

A sustainable environment – working to retain the high quality environment of the region and ensuring that this high quality 
natural environment can continue to be enjoyed by visitors and residents as a lasting environmental legacy in Northern New 
South Wales. 

A sustainable economy creating new employment opportunities whilst retaining existing key industry sectors such as 
agriculture, forestry and current business investment by encouraging business growth in new and emerging industries.

A focus on sustainable practices – covering energy usage such as solar power, built environment, sustainable industry 
practices and creating a leading example of locally driven sustainable development.

An active regional partner – working with surrounding regions in New South Wales and Queensland to create partnerships, 
shared initiatives and investment that generate a wider regional economic benefit.

Investment in infrastructure – to support community and economic development for the LGA.

This vision and the following policy are a starting point. The preparation of an economic development strategy and resourcing 
the implementation of the strategy are the next critical steps in the journey towards sustainable economic development for 
the Kyogle LGA.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Working towards a sustainable:
• Community • Envir onment • Economy
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Canoeing at Toonumbar

Cabins on the Clarence
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Aims 

The main aims of the Kyogle Sustainability plan are to: 

•   provide a strong framework for investment decisions which help to grow 
and diversify the regional economy whilst preserving our environmental 
and social attributes, supported by promoting the need to use resources 
more efficiently and effectively; and

•   take on the urgent challenges of sustainable development and climate 
change. 

To support these main aims, the plan also aims to: 

•   make sure the area has enough people, homes and jobs to support the 
level of services and facilities needed to maintain and  improve the quality 
of life; 

•   protect and improve our valued assets and resources, including  the built   
  and natural environment and our cultural heritage; 

•   help create sustainable mixed communities, and the associated 
infrastructure, which meet the highest standards of urban and rural 
design and cater for the needs of the whole population; and 

•   make the most efficient use of the transport network, reducing the need for   
  people to travel and making sure that walking, cycling and public transport 
  are attractive choices. 

 We are committed to all the aims as a whole. This is the only way we will be     
 able to achieve our vision. 

Policy 

Across all of Council’s activities we try to balance the importance given to 
each aim in coming to a decision, taking into account the spatial strategy, 
objectives and targets of the plan.

Tooloom Falls



Summerland Joinery & Hardware
ABN 17 570 431 715

All joinery & cabinet requirements

• Kitchens        • Vanities       • Stairs
• Hutches         • TV Units      • Repairs
• Wardrobes

11 Anzac Drive Kyogle NSW 2474
Ph: (02) 6632 1107
Brett Organ 0412 832 149

Fax: (02) 6632 2732
Garry Da Fre 0427 002 431

18 Court Street, 
Tabulam, NSW 2469



Environmental law and land use planning framework in NSW
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This document is part of a larger publication and is subject 
to the disclaimers and copyright of the full version from 
which it was extracted.

The remaining parts and full version of the publication, as 
well as updates and copyright and other legal information 
can be found at:

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/pubs/north-coast-land-use

Figure 1: The environmental law and 
land use planning framework in NSW Application of environmental 

laws and regulations by 
State Agencies and 
organisations given 

authority to apply the law

Catchment Action Plans 
(CAPs) 

Community based regional 
natural resource targets 

and plans

Drafted by Catchment 
Management Authorities and 

approved by the State 
Minister for Climate Change, 

Environment and Water; 

Responsibility of Catchment 
Management Authorities

Environmental Laws and Legislation
The legal framework for planning, land use, protection of the envi-

ronment, management of natural resource, the granting of approvals 
and licences as well as penalties and enforcement

State Environmental Planning Policies
The implementation mechanism for enacting State policy and 

matters of State significance. SEPPs can include land use 
controls for specific issues and localities and generally take 

precedence over REPs & LEPs

Regional Environmental Plans (REPs) 
and Regional Strategies

The implementation framework for enacting State 
policies at the regional level, REPs and Regional 

Strategies deal with matters of regional significance 
and generally take precedence over LEPs.

Local Environmental Plans (LEPs)
The implementation mechanism for enacting State and regional 

policies at the local level. LEPs define local land use rules 
including land zoning, land use objectives, permissable 

development and development standards.

Development Control Plans
Guidelines to manage development issues. DCPs further 

outline development standards and matters that ought to be taken into 
consideration by councils in coming to a decision over development.

Approved by the State 
Governor on the 

advice of the State 
government. Primary 

responsibility of the law 
rests with State 

Government.

Approved by the State 
Minister for Planning. 

Responsibility of 
SEPPs rests with State 
government via Dept of 

Planning

Approved by the State 
Minister for Planning. 

Responsibility of State 
Government via Dept of 

Planning

Drafted by local 
Councils. Approved by 

the State Minister. 
Responsibility for

 implementing LEPs rests 
with local Councils.

Drafted and adopted by 
local councils. DCPs are 
the responsibility of the 

local Councils.
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•    The NSW land use planning framework is 
governed by a hierarchy of legislation and 
legal documents that regulate land uses 
and development

•    As part of the framework Council has 
developed a number of Local Environmental 
Plans (LEPs) which determine which 
activities and developments are permitted 
within designated areas (land use zones)

•    Council’s various Development Control 
Plans (DCPs) provide more detailed advice 
and controls regarding the permissibility 
and design of developments in residential, 
commercial, industrial and rural areas

•    In considering any land use or development 
of land the first step is to determine if your 
proposal is permitted upon your land and if 
so whether a formal application is required

•    Council’s planning and building staff are 
available to provide advice on the 
permissibility of your particular proposal.



Kyogle Council LGA is situated in the fastest growing region of Australia, that 
being the Northern Rivers of NSW and adjacent to South East Queensland. 
In the Northern Rivers Regional Plan ~ Vision to 2020 ~ Strategy to 2012 
it states, “Our region is projected to grow from 283,615 persons in 2007 
to 359,720 in 2027. This is a total increase of 21%, at a rate of 3,800 
people per annum”. 

Kyogle Council LGA is an envied economic opportunity spectrum due to 
significant influences outside of our boundaries. The Northern Rivers region 
is experiencing a ‘spillover’ effect from South East Queensland.

A report in the Australian Property Investor (API) magazine in September 
2006 stated that, “The population of the Far North Coast of NSW has 
grown by 2500 people a year for the past five years or nearly seven people 
a day”. Inland locations like Kyogle Council LGA will significantly benefit from 
the NSW Government’s 2006-31 Far North Coast Regional Strategy which 
aims to protect the coastline from excessive development. “That means that 
inland towns like Casino and Kyogle will pick up a substantial share of the 
expected population and jobs growth”. 

Kyogle will experience significant residential, industrial and commercial growth, 
with new residential and rural residential estates under construction and a large 
industrial estate approved. Within the central business district new shops and 
commercial opportunities are being established.

Council’s Economic Development Officer is available to assist prospective 
investors with:

•   Information on the region and the Council area including development 
and census data

•   Introductions to regional economic organisations and potential funding 
bodies

•   Assistance with industrial and commercial site identification

•   Business survey and opportunity identification

The economic development officer can also assist intending developers 
with arranging pre-lodgement advice and meetings, liaising with Council’s 
regulatory staff, and serving as a Council liaison officer during the 
assessment and determination process. Land use and development in 
Kyogle Council area is controlled by the Kyogle Local Environmental Plan 
2012.

Potential Investors
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Local Environmental Plan 2012
A new plan for the use and development of land within the Kyogle Council area has been 
introduced. The Kyogle Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2012 took effect on 11th February 
2013 and is now the principal planning instrument for the Council area. The plan uses the 
format of the NSW Government’s Standard Instrument for LEPs. The Standard Instrument 
requires a consistent format for LEPs including standard land use zones, definitions and 
clauses. 

To view the Kyogle LEP 2012 document go to:
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/epi+25+2013+cd+0+N 

To view the supporting maps go to:
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/mapindex?type=epi&year=2013&no=25 
 
The Kyogle LEP 2012 applies to all land within the Council area except those lands which 
are shown as ‘Deferred Matter’. Deferred Matter land continues to retain its zoning under the 
two Kyogle Interim Development Orders. This means that for some properties part of the land 
is zoned under the Kyogle LEP 2012 and part is zoned under one of the interim development 
orders. Where this occurs development applications submitted for the land will be required 
to address both planning instruments.

Tabulam Bridge



Council Projects

Kyogle Council is actively involved in significant infrastructure improvement 
and economic stimulus projects which will provide our area with unique 
investment opportunities with industry, business and lifestyle. The Kyogle 
area will become increasingly accessible while remaining affordable. 

Projects include:-

•  The Trans Regional Amalgamated Infrastructure Network Project

•  The Summerland Way Promotional Committee 

•  Food and Agribuisness Value Adding Projects:

- Northern Rivers Food Brand 
- Northern Rivers Foodlinks
- Food and Agritourism
- Tourism promotion.



town and village growth 
boundary
Includes all land zoned  and developed for 
urban purposes and future urban land 
release areas. Land within this boundary is 
for housing, business, infrastructure, 
community facilities, urban open space and 
environmental uses to meet the future 
regional population.

Not all land identified can be developed for 
urban uses. All sites will be subject to more 
detailed investigations to determine 
capability and future yield.

eXiSting urban area

eXiSting rural reSidential  area

propoSed future urban releaSe
Locations identified for future greenfields 
land release. These areas will be developed 
to function as new communities with 
service provision to match the future 
population of the area.

                  

employment landS 

Provides for various employment related 
actvities such as factories, warehouses, 
manufacturing and transport logistics. 
Identifies additional future lands to meet 
regional employment needs.

coaStal area
Recognises the significance of the Region’s 
coastal area in terms of environmental 
values, regional lifestyle and economic 
impacts associated with tourism and urban 
development.  Limits future land release to 
land identified within the Town and Village 
Growth Boundaries.

marine park

world heritage area

                  

State foreSt 

        

national park, nature reServeS 
and conServation areaS

     

environmental aSSetS and rural 
land
Identifies areas with environmental, 
landscape, natural resource and agricultural 
production values. This area will be protected 
from further urban settlement with existing 
land use rights maintained.

 

rail line 

60,400 more people
51,000  new homes
32,500 new jobs
25 year plan 
3 major regional centres
2 major towns

major regional centre

tweed headS
The revitalisation of Tweed Heads CBD 
will become the focus for the Tweed 
urban area enabling it to provide a high 
level of services, employment and 
housing to complement those provided 
in the adjoining South East Queensland 
Region. Tweed Heads will also continue 
to develop as a major regional centre for 
tourism and the provision of retail services 
and community facilities.

liSmore
The majority of the growth will occur 
in and around Lismore. Lismore will 
continue as  a regional hub for creative 
industry and cultural activities, education, 
health, employment and retail.

 
developing major regional 
centre

ballina
As a major regional centre it will be 
supported by new land releases in Lennox 
Head and Cumbalum. Employment, retail 
and tourism are important functions of the 
centre.

                                

major  town            town
Major towns and towns provide a level 
of services and employment to support 
the surrounding catchments of villages 
and rural settlement.

village - coaStal

 

village - inland

 
Southport/gold coaSt
The Region adjoins the fast growing South 
East Queensland Urban Area. Southport/
Gold Coast operates as a Regional City 
providing key employment opportunities 
and high level services to its catchments.

State boundary

Note: for more information please see the 
detailed maps. 

n

0 1 2       5               10          20km

Far North Coast Regional Strategy: © State of New South Wales through the Department of Planning, December 2006. www.planning.nsw.gov.au
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/plansforaction/pdf/fncrs_map1_strategy.pdf20
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Business Statistics

	  
$0-$99,999 

62.7% 

$100,000-$199,999 
15.8% 

$200,000-$499,999 
13.1% $500,000-$2 million 

7.3% 

$2+ million 
1.1% 

Businesses by Turnover  
Kyogle, 2010/11 

	  0 100 200 300 400 500 600 

Non classifiable industry 
Other services 

Arts & recreation services 
Health care & social assistance 

Education & training 
Public administration & safety 

Administrative & support services 
Professional, scientific & technical services 

Rental, hiring & real estate services 
Financial & insurance services 

Information media & telecommunications 
Transport, postal & warehousing 
Accommodation & food services 

Retail trade 
Wholesale trade 

Construction 
Electricity, gas, water & waste services 

Manufacturing 
Mining 

Agriculture, forestry & fishing 

Number of Businesses by Industry  
Kyogle, June 2011 
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Introduction
Kyogle local government area (LGA) is located within the 
Northern Rivers region of northern New South Wales. The town 
of Kyogle is approximately 760 kilometres north of Sydney and 
is part of the Summerland Way close to the Queensland border. 
Founded in the 1830s as a lumber camp, Kyogle also lies on 
the banks of the Richmond River. 

Cattle grazing, dairy farming and Forestry are the primary 
industries in the region. In times past, timber getting was the 
main reason for settlement in the area, with red cedar and hoop 
pine the main timber trees. Kyogle is known as a “gateway” to 
many National Parks including Border Ranges National Park 
and Toonumbar National Park.

Kyogle Council aims to encourage the development of a range 
of industries, giving preference to high employment generators 
and to provide a wide economic base for the area by promoting 
and providing appropriate zonings.

Council has undertaken community and industry consultations 
over the past few years as part of the “Sense of Place” 
Economic Development Planning process and is committed to 
working with industry to optimise economic and environmental 
benefits for the Kyogle LGA.

Population
The resident population of Kyogle was 9.520 in 2012, 
representing a marginal annual decrease of 0.2% from the level 
recorded in 2011. Over the past five years, the population of 
Kyogle has fallen slightly at an average annual rate of 0.2%.

Source: ABS 3218.0

Population
 Level Annual Avg ann
 2012 % change % chg 
   (2007-12)
Kyogle 9,520 -0.2 -0.2
Northern Rivers 288,772 0.3 0.5
New South Wales 7,290,345 1.1 1.2
Queensland 4,560,059 1.9 1.8

Source: ABS 3218.0

Age Distribution
The average age of Kyogle residents was 41.5 years in 2011, 
an increase of 2.2 years from the level in 2006 (39.3 years). By 
comparison, the average age for New South Wales was 38.1 
years in 2011, having risen by 0.8 years since 2006. 

Source: ABS 3235.0
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Population
The population of Kyogle Council LGA was 9,520 in 2012, representing 
a marginal annual decrease of 0.2% from the level recoreded in 2011. 
Over the past five years, the population of Kyogle has fallen slightly at an 
average annual rate of 0.2%.
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Ecologically Sustainable Development

The principles of ESD include:

•   The precautionary principle; if there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific 
certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation;

•   Inter generational equity; the present generation should ensure that the health, diversity and productivity of the 
environment is maintained or enhanced for the benefit of future generations;

•   Conservation of biological diversity and ecological integrity;

•   Improved valuation, pricing and incentive mechanisms; namely that environmental factors should be included in the
valuation of assets and services.

 
All of the pressures on the environment have an impact on the overall sustainability of the Kyogle LGA. For sustainability to be 
achieved, these pressures must be counter-balanced by actions and technologies implemented throughout the community.

Kyogle Council Sustainability 
Key Objectives:

Education: educate and empower 
all sectors of the community to adopt 
sustainability practices through better 
management of energy, water and waste 
resources to reduce their ecological footprint.

Partnerships: develop, implement and 
evaluate effective partnerships with  the 
community, Council and other government 
and non-government  organizations.

Networks: develop strong community 
networks (building community capacity 
and social capital) to take ownership and 
management of local environmental issues.

Reduced impact: reduce urban run-
off (storm water harvesting), storm water 
pollution, electricity consumption (greenhouse 
gas production), water consumption and 
waste to landfill.

Kyogle Council will focus on the key areas 
of energy, water, waste and biodiversity, 
with a number of initiatives, events and 
programs including:

workshops covering sustainability issues 

in the key areas of energy, water, waste 
and biodiversity

development of Sustainable Park 
demonstration sites

awareness campaigns on specific issues 
relating to the key areas of waste, water, 
energy and biodiversity.

•

•

•

•
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Most types of building, subdivision and demolition work require 
a Development Application (DA) to be submitted to Council for 
approval. The following information provides a brief outline of the 
Development Process.

When is a Development Application Required?

Before you construct or alter a building, use premises, or undertake 
a work you need to check with Council whether the proposal 
requires the consent or approval of Council. Some minor works 
called “Exempt Development” may not require approval provided it 
meets certain criteria. Other developments require the submission 
of a Development Application with the consent authority. If you are 
proposing to undertake building or additional use of your land it is your 
responsibility to determine whether an approval is required.

What is required with a Development Application?  

Firstly you should visit or contact Council’s Planning & Environment 
Department and check with the staff:

•  Whether the proposal is permissible;

•  Whether a Development Application is required;

•  How Council’s codes and policies may affect the proposal;

•  Obtain copies of the information necessary to submit a Development   
Application. This includes the Development Application form.

The Development 
Application Process

DA
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Your DA Process...
• Your application is received at the counter or through the mail.

• Our staff check your application to ensure all the information and 
number of attachments are correct. 

• Your completed application is registered in our DA database and is 
receipted.

• Your DA is given to Councils Planning Department for administration.

• Your application is given to an EHO or a Planner for determination of 
consent.

• Application is determined and advice of the determination is sent to 
the applicant.

• Some applications are determined by elected Council.

What happens to my DA?

Where does it go?

What do you need?

When your application is in order it can be processed more efficiently. This is best achieved by 

engaging the services of a development or design professional and/or town planning consultant 

to prepare the application for you.

If your application is missing attachments or information, it can prolong the approval process. 

(Please refer to the ‘Development Application Requirements’ Checklist over page). 

A DA Specialist will be able to identify if your development requires any further information before 

it can be processed.

If there is insufficient information, we contact you to arrange the possible return of your application, 

OR wait for the correct information to be received before we continue processing your DA.

If required, your development will be advertised and/or adjoining owners will be notified.
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Additional Details required for a Construction Certificate

When applying for a Construction Certificate the following documentation is 
required as a minimum:

Please provide 1 copy of the following:

Please provide 4 copies of the following:        

Further Information

For any queries regarding development application requirements, please contact Council’s 
Planning and Environmental Services Department by way of any of the contact details listed 
inside the front cover of this booklet.

For more comprehensive details please visit the NSW legislation website:
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au

To find the details required, type into the ‘Search’ Panel (found along top banner) the 
following: ‘Schedule 1 forms’. Click on ‘Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 
2000’ within the list. From here, scroll down the left side until you find the Schedule 1 forms.

Construction industry Training levy 
(if building work is valued over $15,000)

Building Indemnity Insurance 
(as prescribed by the Building Work Contractors Act, 1995)

Waste Control System Application Form and Fees 
(please provide 2 copies of Site & Under floor plans – information 
guide enclosed)

Building Specifications
Floor Framing Details
Roof Layout (truss design from manufacturer)
Wall Framing Design & Details
First fix tie down connections
Energy Efficiency Certificate
Wind Bracing Design and Construction Details
Wet area Construction and Ventilation Details
Footings Report and Structural Design
Roof and Site Drainage Details
Smoke Detector/Alarm Provisions
Stair Design and Construction Details
Details of Mechanical Ventilation or Air Conditioning
Bush fire Construction Details (if applicable)

Development Application Requirements

New Industrial, Commercial and Residential Premises

The following details are required for new construction or additions to existing dwellings.
Please provide 5 copies of the following documents:

New Garages

The following details are required for construction of garages.
Please provide 2 copies of the following documents:

Completed & Signed Development Application Form

Development Application Fees (as outlined by Council)

Site Plan to scale

Floor Plan to scale

Distinction between existing and proposed structures including 
septic tank and effluent disposal systems

Elevations (including external finishes and heights to scale)

Contour Plan indicating Site and Floor Levels, including private 
outdoor open space and car parking requirements, (existing and 
proposed levels of building in relation to street water table)

Storm water disposal details

Specifications (colours, materials & finishes)

Rainwater tank(s) Location, Capacity & Dimensions

Statement of Environmental Effects

BASIX Certificate Required

Site Plan (scale not less than 1:500). Distinction between existing 
and proposed structures including Septic Tank and Effluent 
Disposal System

Garage manufactures specification for designated wind speed

Specifications including colours and location of doors and windows

Slab Plan Required.
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Process for submission of a: 
Development Application (DA) 
and Construction Certificate (CC)

Discuss with Council the merit of 
preparing a planning proposal to amend 

Local Environmental Plan 2012
NO

Check zoning to see if 
proposal permissible

Is your proposal exempt
development?

No DA required. If works valued over 
$5,000 appoint builder or apply for 

Owner/Builder permit
YES

Is your proposal complying 
development?

Obtain a Complying Development 
Certificate through Council or an 

accredited Certifier
YES

Consult with Council’s Planning & 
Environmental Services staff for DA 

requirements

Check Plans / Codes / Policies
and see if affected by State

 Gov’t Controls

Consult Council, perhaps 
pre-lodgement meeting

Decide whether to lodge CC 
with DA and save money

Use checklist to submit CC

Lodge DA & CC

YES

START

NO

NO

YES

Lodge DA

NO

Retail Development

Residential Development

New Industrial Development
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149
Certificate

What is a 149 Certificate?
A 149 Certificate is a planning certificate under section 149 of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. Planning 
certificates give information on the development potential of a parcel 
of land including the planning restrictions that apply to the land on 
the date the certificate is issued. There are two types of 149 Planning 
Certificates, 149/2 and 149/5.

What is the difference between a 149/2 Certificate and a 
149/5 Certificate?
A 149/2 Certificate provides you with information such as the zone, 
whether the land is affected by any Draft Local Environmental Plans 
and Development Control Plans, whether the land is affected by Mines 
Subsidence and Restrictions on development due to natural hazards 
such as landslip, flooding or bush fire. A 149/5 certificate provides you 
with additional information such as land areas, gates, grids, cattle tick dip 
sites and any other information Council feels is relevant to the land. 

How do I apply for a drainage diagram on the 149 Application?
Tick the appropriate box on the 149 Application and pay the additional 
fee of $60.00.

Why do I need a 149 Certificate?
When land is bought or sold the Conveyancing Act 1919 requires a 149 
Planning Certificate to be attached to the contract sale. It may also help 
an existing owner to decide about the uses of their land.
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Acronyms

DA 

DCP 

DIPNR 

EP&A Act 

LEP 

LGA

NCREP 

NCUPS

NPWS

OEH

SEPP

SUS 

USS 

Development Application

Development Control Plan

Dept. of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act

Local Environmental Plan

Local Government Area

North Coast Regional Environmental Plan

North Coast Urban Planning Strategy

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service

Office of Environment and Heritage

State Environmental Planning Policy

Sustainable Urban Settlement - Guidelines for Regional NSW

Urban Settlement Strategies - Guidelines the North Coast of NSW 
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Business Directory
Listed below are the businesses featured within this Publication. 

The Kyogle Council acknowledges the support of the businesses that have contributed to the production of this booklet, but it should  
also be noted that under no circumstance will preferential treatment be given to those who feature below or advertise within.
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• Barling Constructions Pty Ltd
Builders & Renovators
3 Barling Street, Casino, NSW 2470
Phone: 02 6662 1092
Email: grantbarling@hotmail.com

• Dave Bakehouse
Bakery
73-75 Summerland Way, Kyogle, NSW 2474
Phone: 02 6632 2990

• Elders Real Estate
Real Estate & Insurance
90 Summerland Way, Kyogle, NSW 2474
Phone: 02 6632 1066
Fax: 02 6632 2545
Web: www.eldersrealestate.com.au/nsw
Email: kyogle@elders.com.au

• Emu Creek Extreme Retreat
Extreme Sports Venue / Land for Sale
95 Emu Creek Road, Tabulam, NSW 2469
Phone: 02 6666 1466
Web: www.emucreek.com

• F J McKey Monumental Masonry Pty Ltd
Stonemason
127 Centre St, PO Box 238,Casino NSW 2474
Phone: 02 6662 4381
Email: fmckey@bigpond.com

• Gateway Real Estate
Real Estate Agents
120 Summerland Way, Kyogle, NSW 2474
Phone: 02 6632 2122
Email: doug@gatewayre.com.au
Web: www.gatewayre.com.au

• Hungry Gecko Café
Café and Caterer
18 Court Street, Tabulam, NSW 2469
Phone: 02 6666 1502

• Kyogle Real Estate
Real Estate Agents
91 Summerland Way, Kyogle, NSW 2474
Phone: 02 6632 1077
Email: sales@kyoglerealestate.com
Web: www.kyoglerealestate.com

• North Coast Fencing 
Fencing Contractor
PO Box 453, Kyogle, NSW 2474

Phone: 02 6632 3397
Mobile: 0407 704 474

• Oi Graphic Design
Graphic Designer
1 Rosewood Place, Kyogle, NSW 2474
Mobile: 0403 086 006
Email: hello@oigd.com.au 
Web: www.oigd.com.au

• Steven P McElroy & Associates Pty Ltd
Engineering, Drafting & Design
22 Pratt Street, Kyogle, NSW 2474

Phone: 02 6632 1181
Email: steve@australis.net
Web: www.plansfirstcom.au

• Summerland Joinery & Hardware
Joinery & Hardware
11 Anzac Drive, Kyogle, NSW 2474

Phone: 02 6632 1107
Brett: 0412 832 149
Garry: 0427 002 431

• Tabulum Hotel
Hotel, Bar, Accomodation, Food
Court Street, Tabulam, NSW 2469

Phone: 02 6666 1213



This publication is one of a series produced 
on behalf of local governments and other 
organisations throughout Australia. 

Third parties are prohibited from advertising in 
this booklet without the express prior written 
consent of Australian Innovation Media.

This production is copyright protected and may 
not be copied or reproduced in any form or by 
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy 
or otherwise without the express permission of 
the publishers

For full details of our service, please contact 
the sources below.

6 Mentone Avenue, Bundall QLD 4217

Tel
Fax
Email
Web

07 5430 6639
07 5430 6677

info@aimpublications.com.au
www.aimpublications.com.au

Kyogle Council acknowledges the support of 
the businesses that have contributed to the 
production of this handbooklet.

This document contains third party 
advertisements and Kyogle Council does not 
make any representation as to the accuracy or 
suitability of any of the information contained 
in those advertisements and does not 
accept any responsibility or liability for the 
conduct or content of those advertisements 
and the offerings made by the third parties. 

Third party advertisements where goods and 
services are advertised are not endorsed 
or recommended by Kyogle Council. Your 
access to or use of them is at your own risk.

The content of this booklet was believed 
to be accurate at the time of publishing. 
Some of this content may be out of date 
or inaccurate. Kyogle Council takes no 
responsibility for any decisions made or 
action taken on the basis of this information.

Further, this booklet contains references to 
websites and/or content of other agencies 
associated with the functions of Kyogle 
Council. The content of these references 
is not created or maintained by Kyogle 
Council, and as such Kyogle Council takes 
no responsibility for the consequences of 
using such content.
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